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Introduction
Amidst the ruin of the First World War, down the streets of 

Zurich and nestled between the café walls of the Cabaret Voltaire, 
Dada was born. Founded by an eclectic mix of artists, writers, actors, 
DQG� SRHWV� ÀHHLQJ� VODXJKWHU� RQ� WKH�:HVWHUQ� )URQW��'DGD� DVVHUWHG�
itself as a complete negation of bourgeois industrial society and its 
governing logic of rationality, bureaucracy, and control. Alongside 
WKLV�QHJDWLRQ�FDPH�DQ�DɷUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LUUDWLRQDO��RI�WKH�LOORJLFDO��
RI� QRQVHQVH� LWVHOI�� LW� ZDV� DQG� LV� DQ� DɷUPDWLRQ� RI� WKH� GLVFRUGDQW�
and chaotic entropy at the very heart of life. In other words, what 
'DGD�VRXJKW�ħ�LQVRIDU�DV�LW�FDQ�EH�VDLG�WR�KDYH�³VRXJKW´�DQ\WKLQJ�
ħ�ZDV�DQ�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�FULVLV�RI�PRGHUQLW\�WKDW�KDG�FUHDWHG�
the terror of the trenches in favor of the complete abolition of 
HYHU\WKLQJ�� ,Q� WKLV�� ZH� VHH� D� UHÀHFWLRQ� RI� RXUVHOYHV� DQG� RXU� RZQ�
SURMHFWXDOLW\��,Q�WKH�FHQWXU\�VLQFH�WKH�¿UVW�'DGD�VDORQ�DW�WKH�&DEDUHW�
Voltaire, the crisis that Dada attempted to intervene in has only 
deepened: our lives have become more regimented and mundane as 
WKH�ZRUOG� LV� FRQWLQXRXVO\� VXSSODQWHG�E\� WKH�YLUWXDO�� WKH�DUWL¿FLDO��
WKH�PDQXIDFWXUHG�� DQG� WKH�PHDVXUHG�� )RU� WKLV� K\SHUĥUDWLRQDOL]HG�
WHFKQRĥLQGXVWULDO� VRFLHW\�� ZH� FDQ� RQO\� RɱHU� total negation and, 
through that, we in turn DIILUP�OLIH��

What follows is a small selection of writing from a few of 
'DGD¶V�PDMRU�OLWHUDU\�DFWRUV��:H�EHJLQ�¿UVW�ZLWK�+XJR�%DOO�DQG�KLV�
HDUOLHVW� ZULWLQJV� RQ�'DGD�� ¿UVW�� KLV� �����'DGD�0DQLIHVWR� ZULWWHQ�
DQG� VKDUHG� DW� WKH� ¿UVW� 'DGD� VDORQ� DQG� VHFRQGO\�� D� FROOHFWLRQ� RI�
fragments regarding Dada. Then, we move to Tristan Tzara, perhaps 
WKH�PRVW�ZHOOĥNQRZQ�RI�WKH�'DGD�SRHWV��ZKRVH�ZULWLQJ�KHOSHG�VHW�
the tone for much of what would emerge from the tendency. Among 
WKHVH�ZULWLQJV�DUH�KLV������'DGD�0DQLIHVWR��ZKLFK�DWWHPSWHG�WR�UHĥ
articulate the tendency after a falling out with Hugo Ball. Finally, we 



end with André Breton, who would go on to formulate Surrealism 
VKRUWO\� DIWHU�EUHDNLQJ�ZLWK�'DGD� LQ� WKH� HDUO\� ����V�� ,QFOXGHG� DUH�
WKUHH�RI�KLV�SLHFHV�RQ�'DGD��WKH�¿UVW�WZR�DUH�DɷUPDWLRQV�RI�'DGD��
DQG�WKH�¿QDO�LV�RQ�KLV�EUHDN�ZLWK�LW��

A full and complete contextualization of Dada and the pieces 
UHSURGXFHG�KHUHLQ�LV�EH\RQG�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKLV�VSHFL¿F�SURMHFW��VR�LW�
LV�RXU�HDUQHVW�KRSH�WKDW�WKLV�EULHI�LQWURGXFWLRQ�ZLOO�VXɷFH��)RU�WKH�
reader who wishes to go deeper into the history of Dada, Surrealism, 
and their connections to anarchist thought, we cannot recommend 
KLJKO\�HQRXJK�5RQ�6DNROVN\¶V�'UHDPV�RI�$QDUFK\�DQG�WKH�$QDUFK\�RI�
Dreams. Otherwise, we hope that by sharing this brief collection, we 
FDQ�RɱHU�D�VPDOO�DUWLIDFW� IRU� LQVSLUDWLRQ��VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VXJJHVWV��
HYHQ� HYHU� VR� VOLJKWO\�� DQRWKHU� ZD\� RXW� RI� WKH� VXɱRFDWLQJ� ORJLF� RI�
WKLV�ZRUOG�ħ�D�GHOLULDQW�WR�DURXVH�WKH�VHQVHV�RXW�IURP�WKH�PXQGDQH�
F\FOHV�RI�QRQĥOLIH�DQG�LQWR�WKH�FKDRWLF��FRQYXOVLYH�EHDXW\�RI�GUHDPV�

Ĩ�&RXQWHUIORZ������



Hugo
Ball

��������'DGD�0DQLIHVWR

���'DGD�)UDJPHQWV�ī����Ħ����Ĭ



Dada is a new tendency in art. One can tell this from the fact that 
XQWLO� QRZ� QRERG\� NQHZ� DQ\WKLQJ� DERXW� LW�� DQG� WRPRUURZ� HYHU\RQH�
LQ�=XULFK�ZLOO� EH� WDONLQJ� DERXW� LW��'DGD� FRPHV� IURP� WKH�GLFWLRQDU\��
,W� LV� WHUULEO\� VLPSOH�� ,Q�)UHQFK� LW�PHDQV� ³KREE\� KRUVH�´� ,Q�*HUPDQ�
LW�PHDQV� ³JRRGĥE\H�´� ³*HW�Rɱ�P\�EDFN�´� ³%H� VHHLQJ� \RX� VRPHWLPH�´�
,Q�5RPDQLDQ��³<HV��LQGHHG��\RX�DUH�ULJKW��WKDW¶V�LW��%XW�RI�FRXUVH��\HV��
GH¿QLWHO\��ULJKW�´�$QG�VR�IRUWK�

An international word. Just a word, and the word a movement. 
9HU\� HDV\� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�� 4XLWH� WHUULEO\� VLPSOH�� 7R� PDNH� RI� LW� DQ�
artistic tendency must mean that one is anticipating complications. 
'DGD�SV\FKRORJ\��GDGD�*HUPDQ\�FXP�LQGLJHVWLRQ�DQG�IRJ�SDUR[\VP��
dada literature, dada bourgeoisie, and yourselves, honoured poets, who 
are always writing with words but never writing the word itself, who 
are always writing around the actual point. Dada world war without 
HQG��GDGD� UHYROXWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�EHJLQQLQJ�� GDGD�� \RX� IULHQGV� DQG� DOVRĥ
poets, esteemed sirs, manufacturers, and evangelists. Dada Tzara, dada 
+XHOVHQEHFN��GDGD�P¶GDGD��GDGD�P¶GDGD�GDGD�PKP��GDGD�GHUD�GDGD��
dada Hue, dada Tza.

How does one achieve eternal bliss? By saying dada. How does one 
become famous? By saying dada. With a noble gesture and delicate 
propriety. Till one goes crazy. Till one loses consciousness. How can 
RQH�JHW�ULG�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�VPDFNV�RI�MRXUQDOLVP��ZRUPV��HYHU\WKLQJ�
QLFH� DQG� ULJKW�� EOLQNHUHG�� PRUDOLVWLF�� HXURSHDQLVHG�� HQHUYDWHG"� %\�
saying dada. Dada is the world soul, dada is the pawnshop. Dada is the 

Dada
Manifesto

1916



ZRUOG¶V�EHVW�OLO\ĥPLON�VRDS��'DGD�0U��5XELQHU��GDGD�0U��.RUURGL��'DGD�
0U��$QDVWDVLXV�/LOLHQVWHLQ��

In plain language: the hospitality of the Swiss is something to be 
SURIRXQGO\�DSSUHFLDWHG��$QG�LQ�TXHVWLRQV�RI�DHVWKHWLFV�WKH�NH\�LV�TXDOLW\�

I shall be reading poems that are meant to dispense with 
conventional language, no less, and to have done with it. Dada Johann 
)XFKVJDQJ�*RHWKH��'DGD�6WHQGKDO��'DGD�'DODL�/DPD��%XGGKD��%LEOH��
and Nietzsche. Dada m’dada. Dada mhm dada da. It’s a question of 
connections, and of loosening them up a bit to start with. I don’t want 
words that other people have invented. All the words are other people’s 
LQYHQWLRQV�� ,� ZDQW� P\� RZQ� VWXɱ�� P\� RZQ� UK\WKP�� DQG� YRZHOV� DQG�
consonants too, matching the rhythm and all my own. If this pulsation 
LV�VHYHQ�\DUGV�ORQJ��,�ZDQW�ZRUGV�IRU�LW�WKDW�DUH�VHYHQ�\DUGV�ORQJ��0U��
Schulz’s words are only two and a half centimetres long.

It will serve to show how articulated language comes into being. I 
let the vowels fool around. I let the vowels quite simply occur, as a cat 
meows ... Words emerge, shoulders of words, legs, arms, hands of words. 
Au, oi, uh. One shouldn’t let too many words out. A line of poetry is a 
FKDQFH�WR�JHW�ULG�RI�DOO�WKH�¿OWK�WKDW�FOLQJV�WR�WKLV�DFFXUVHG�ODQJXDJH��DV�
LI�SXW�WKHUH�E\�VWRFNEURNHUV¶�KDQGV��KDQGV�ZRUQ�VPRRWK�E\�FRLQV��,�ZDQW�
the word where it ends and begins. Dada is the heart of words.

Each thing has its word, but the word has become a thing by itself. Why 
VKRXOGQ¶W�,�¿QG�LW"�:K\�FDQ¶W�D�WUHH�EH�FDOOHG�3OXSOXVFK��DQG�3OXSOXEDVFK�
when it has been raining? The word, the word, the word outside your 
GRPDLQ�� \RXU� VWXɷQHVV�� WKLV� ODXJKDEOH� LPSRWHQFH�� \RXU� VWXSHQGRXV�
VPXJQHVV��RXWVLGH�DOO�WKH�SDUURWU\�RI�\RXU�VHOIĥHYLGHQW�OLPLWHGQHVV��7KH�
ZRUG��JHQWOHPHQ��LV�D�SXEOLF�FRQFHUQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW�LPSRUWDQFH�



Dada
Fragments
(1916-1917)

0DUFK� ��� ����� Ĩ Introduce symmetries and rhythms instead of 
principles. Contradict the existing world order… 

:KDW�ZH�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�LV�DW�RQFH�D�EXɱRRQHU\�DQG�D�UHTXLHP�PDVV«

-XQH����������Ĩ�What we call Dada is a harlequinade made of nothingness 
in which all higher questions are involved, a gladiator’s gesture, a play 
with shabby debris, an execution of postured morality and plenitude…

7KH�'DGDLVW�ORYHV�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\��WKH�DEVXUG��HYHQ��+H�NQRZV�
that life asserts itself in contradictions, and that his age, more than any 
preceding it, aims at the destruction of all generous impulses. Every 
NLQG�RI�PDVN�LV�WKHUHIRUH�ZHOFRPH�WR�KLP��HYHU\�SOD\�DW�KLGH�DQG�VHHN�
in which there is an inherent power of deception. The direct and the 
SULPLWLYH�DSSHDU�WR�KLP�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKLV�KXJH�DQWLĥQDWXUH��DV�EHLQJ�
the supernatural itself…

7KH�EDQNUXSWF\�RI�LGHDV�KDYLQJ�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�KXPDQLW\�
WR�LWV�YHU\�LQQHUPRVW�VWUDWD��WKH�LQVWLQFWV�DQG�KHUHGLWDU\�EDFNJURXQGV�
are now emerging pathologically. Since no art, politics or religious faith 
seems adequate to dam this torrent, there remain only the blague and 
the bleeding pose…

The Dadaist trusts more in the sincerity of events than in the wit 
of persons. To him persons may be had cheaply, his own person not 
excepted. He no longer believes in the comprehension of things from 



one point of departure, but is nevertheless convinced of the union of all 
WKLQJV��RI�WRWDOLW\��WR�VXFK�DQ�H[WHQW�WKDW�KH�VXɱHUV�IURP�GLVVRQDQFHV�WR�
WKH�SRLQW�RI�VHOIĥGLVVROXWLRQ«

7KH�'DGDLVW�¿JKWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�GHDWKĥWKURHV�DQG�GHDWKĥGUXQNHQQHVV�
of his time. Averse to every clever reticence, he cultivates the curiosity 
of one who experiences delight even in the most questionable forms of 
LQVXERUGLQDWLRQ��+H�NQRZV�WKDW�WKLV�ZRUOG�RI�V\VWHPV�KDV�JRQH�WR�SLHFHV��
and that the age which demanded cash has organized a bargain sale of 
JRGOHVV� SKLORVRSKLHV��:KHUH� EDG� FRQVFLHQFH� EHJLQV� IRU� WKH� PDUNHWĥ
ERRWK�RZQHUV��PLOG�ODXJKWHU�DQG�PLOG�NLQGOLQHVV�EHJLQ�IRU�WKH�'DGDLVW«

7KH� LPDJH�GLɱHUHQWLDWHV� XV��7KURXJK� WKH� LPDJH�ZH� FRPSUHKHQG��
:KDWHYHU�LW�PD\�EH�ħ�LW�LV�QLJKW�ħ�ZH�KROG�WKH�SULQW�RI�LW�LQ�RXU�KDQGV«�

7KH� ZRUG� DQG� WKH� LPDJH� DUH� RQH�� 3DLQWLQJ� DQG� FRPSRVLQJ�
poetry belong together. Christ is image and word. The word and 
the image are crucified… 

-XQH����������Ĩ We have developed the plasticity of the word to a point 
which can hardly be surpassed. This result was achieved at the price 
of the logically constructed, rational sentence, and therefore, also, 
E\� UHQRXQFLQJ� WKH� GRFXPHQW� ĪZKLFK� LV� RQO\� SRVVLEOH� E\�PHDQV� RI� D�
WLPHĥUREELQJ�JURXSLQJ�RI�VHQWHQFHV�LQ�D�ORJLFDOO\�RUGHUHG�V\QWD[ī��:H�
ZHUH� DVVLVWHG� LQ� RXU� HɱRUWV� E\� WKH� VSHFLDO� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� RI� RXU� DJH��
which does not allow a real talent either to rest or ripen, forcing it to a 
premature test of its capacities, as well as by the emphatic élan of our 
group, whose members sought to surpass each other by an even greater 
LQWHQVL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�DFFHQWXDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�SODWIRUP��3HRSOH�PD\�VPLOH��LI�
WKH\�ZDQW�WR��ODQJXDJH�ZLOO�WKDQN�XV�IRU�RXU�]HDO��HYHQ�LI�WKHUH�VKRXOG�
not be any directly visible results. We have charged the word with forces 
and energies which made it possible for us to rediscover the evangelical 
FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�³ZRUG´�ĪORJRVī�DV�D�PDJLFDO�FRPSOH[�RI�LPDJHV«

$XJXVW���������Ĩ�&KLOGKRRG�DV�D�QHZ�ZRUOG��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�FKLOGOLNH�
DQG� SKDQWDVWLF�� HYHU\WKLQJ� FKLOGOLNH� DQG� GLUHFW�� HYHU\WKLQJ� FKLOGOLNH�
DQG�V\PEROLF�LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�VHQLOLWLHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�JURZQĥXSV��



7KH�FKLOG�ZLOO�EH�WKH�DFFXVHU�RQ�-XGJPHQW�'D\��WKH�&UXFL¿HG�2QH�ZLOO�
judge, the Resurrected One will pardon. The distrust of children, their 
VKXWĥLQ�TXDOLW\��WKHLU�HVFDSH�IURP�RXW�UHFRJQLWLRQ�ħ�WKHLU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�
that they won’t be understood anyway…

Childhood is not at all as obvious as is generally assumed. It is a 
world to which hardly any attention is paid, with its own laws, without 
whose application there is no art, and without whose religious and 
philosophic recognition art cannot exist or be apprehended… 

The credulous imagination of children, however, is also exposed 
to corruption and deformation. To surpass oneself in naiveté and 
FKLOGLVKQHVV�ħ�WKDW�LV�VWLOO�WKH�EHVW�DQWLGRWH«�

1RYHPEHU� ���� �����Ĩ Note about a criticism of individualism: The 
accentuated ´,µ� has constant interests, whether they be greedy, 
dictatorial, vain or lazy. It always follows appetites, so long as it does 
not become absorbed in society. Whoever renounces his interests, 
renounces his ´,�µ The ´,µ and the interests are identical. Therefore, 
WKH� LQGLYLGXDOLVWLFĥHJRLVWLF� LGHDO� RI� WKH� 5HQDLVVDQFH� ULSHQHG� WR� WKH�
general union of the mechanized appetites which we now see before 
us, bleeding and disintegrating.

-DQXDU\���������Ĩ�We should burn all libraries and allow to remain only 
WKDW�ZKLFK�HYHU\�RQH�NQRZV�E\�KHDUW��$�EHDXWLIXO� DJH�RI� WKH� OHJHQG�
would then begin…

The middle ages praised not only foolishness, but even idiocy. The 
barons sent their children to board with idiotic families so that they 
might learn humility…

0DUFK����������Ĩ The new art is sympathetic because in an age of total 
GLVUXSWLRQ�LW�KDV�FRQVHUYHG�WKH�ZLOOĥWRĥWKHĥLPDJH��EHFDXVH�LW�LV�LQFOLQHG�
to force the image, even though the means and parts be antagonistic. 
Convention triumphs in the moralistic evaluation of the parts and details; 



DUW�FDQQRW�EH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKLV��,W�GULYHV�WRZDUG�WKH�LQĥGZHOOLQJ��DOOĥ
FRQQHFWLQJ�OLIH�QHUYH��LW�LV�LQGLɱHUHQW�WR�H[WHUQDO�UHVLVWDQFH��2QH�PLJKW�
also say: morals are withdrawn from convention, and utilized for the sole 
purpose of sharpening the senses of measure and weight…

0DUFK���������Ĩ�2QH�PLJKW�DOVR�VSHDN�RI�.OHH�DV� IROORZV��+H�DOZD\V�
presents himself as quite small and playful. In an age of the colossal he 
IDOOV�LQ�ORYH�ZLWK�D�JUHHQ�OHDI��D�OLWWOH�VWDU��D�EXWWHUÀ\�ZLQJ��DQG�VLQFH�
KHDYHQ�DQG�LQ¿QLW\�DUH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKHP��KH�SDLQWV�WKHP�LQ��7KH�SRLQW�
of his pencil, his brush, tempt him to minutiae. He always remains 
TXLWH� QHDU� ¿UVW� EHJLQQLQJV� DQG� WKH� VPDOOHVW� IRUPDW��7KH� EHJLQQLQJ�
possesses him and will not let him go. When he reaches the end, he 
GRHV�QRW�VWDUW�D�QHZ�OHDI�DW�RQFH��EXW�EHJLQV�WR�SDLQW�RYHU�WKH�¿UVW�RQH��
7KH�OLWWOH�IRUPDWV�DUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�LQWHQVLW\��EHFRPH�PDJLF�OHWWHUV�DQG�
colored palimpsests… 

What irony, approaching sarcasm even, must this artist feel for our 
KROORZ��HPSW\�HSRFK��3HUKDSV�WKHUH�LV�QR�PDQ�WRGD\�ZKR�LV�PDVWHU�RI�
KLPVHOI�DV�.OHH��+H�VFDUFHO\�GHWDFKHV�KLPVHOI�IURP�KLV�LQVSLUDWLRQ��+H�
NQRZV� WKH� VKRUWHVW� SDWK� IURP�KLV� LQVSLUDWLRQ� WR� WKH� SDJH��7KH�ZLGH��
GLVWUDFWLQJ��VWUHWFKLQJĥRXW�RI�WKH�KDQG�DQG�ERG\�ZKLFK�.DQGLQVN\�QHHGV�
WR� ¿OO� WKH� JUHDW� IRUPDWV� RI� KLV� FDQYDVHV�� QHFHVVDULO\� EULQJV�ZDVWH� DQG�
IDWLJXH��LW�GHPDQGV�DQ�H[KDXVWLYH�H[SRVLWLRQ��DQG�H[SODQDWLRQ��3DLQWLQJ��
ZKHQ�LW�VHHNV�WR�UHWDLQ�XQLW\�DQG�VRXO��EHFRPHV�D�VHUPRQ��RU�PXVLF� 

$SULO� ���� �����Ĩ�3HUKDSV� WKH� DUW�ZKLFK�ZH� DUH� VHHNLQJ� LV� WKH� NH\� WR�
HYHU\�IRUPHU�DUW��D�VDORPRQLF�NH\�WKDW�ZLOO�RSHQ�DOO�P\VWHULHV��

'DGDLVP�ħ� D� PDVN� SOD\�� D� EXUVW� RI� ODXJKWHU"�$QG� EHKLQG� LW�� D�
V\QWKHVLV�RI�WKH�URPDQWLF��GDQG\LVWLF�DQG�ħ�GDHPRQLVWLF�WKHRULHV�RI�
the 19th century. 



TristanTzara
���0DQLIHVWH�GH�0��$QWLS\ULQH

��������'DGD�0DQLIHVWR

���3URFODPDWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�3UHWHQVLRQ

���0DQLIHVWR�RI�PU��DD�WKH�DQWLĦSKLORVRSKHU

���0DQLIHVWR�RQ�IHHEOH�ORYH�DQG�ELWWHU�ORYH

� 6XSSOHPHQW��KRZ�,�EHFDPH�FKDUPLQJ�GHOLJKWIXO�DQG�GHOLFLRXV

 Colonial Syllogism



Manifeste de
M. Antipyrine

Dada is our intensity: it sets up inconsequential bayonets the 
VXPDWUDQ�KHDG�RI�WKH�JHUPDQ�EDE\��'DGD�LV�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�FDUSHWĥVOLSSHUV�
RU�SDUDOOHOV��LW�LV�IRU�DQG�DJDLQVW�XQLW\�DQG�GH¿QLWHO\�DJDLQVW�WKH�IXWXUH��
ZH�DUH�ZLVH�HQRXJK�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�RXU�EUDLQV�ZLOO�EHFRPH�GRZQ\�SLOORZV�
WKDW�RXU�DQWLĥGRJPDWLVP�LV�DV�H[FOXVLYLVW�DV�D�EXUHDXFUDW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�
QRW�IUHH�\HW�VKRXW�IUHHGRP�ĥ

A harsh necessity without discipline or morality and we spit on 
KXPDQLW\��'DGD�UHPDLQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�IUDPH�RI�ZHDNQHVVHV�LW¶V�
shit after all but from now on we mean to shit in assorted colors and 
EHGHFN�WKH�DUWLVWLF�]RR�ZLWK�WKH�ÀDJV�RI�HYHU\�FRQVXODWH

We are circus directors whistling amid the winds of carnivals 
convents bawdy houses theaters realities sentiments restaurants 
HoHiHoHo Bang

We declare that the auto is a sentiment which has coddled us long 
enough in its slow abstractions in ocean liners and noises and ideas. 
1HYHUWKHOHVV�ZH�H[WHUQDOL]H�IDFLOLW\�ZH�VHHN�WKH�FHQWUDO�HVVHQFH�DQG�ZH�
are happy when we can hide it; we do not want to count the windows of 
the marvelous élite for Dada exists for no one and we want everybody 
to understand this because it is the balcony of Dada, I assure you. 
From which you can hear the military marches and descend slicing the 
DLU�OLNH�D�VHUDSK�LQ�D�SXEOLF�EDWK�WR�SLVV�DQG�FRPSUHKHQG�WKH�SDUDEOH

'DGD�LV�QRW�PDGQHVV�ħ�RU�ZLVGRP�ħ�RU�LURQ\�WDNH�D�JRRG�ORRN�DW�
PH�NLQG�ERXUJHRLV�$UW�ZDV�D�JDPH�RI�WULQNHWV�FKLOGUHQ�FROOHFWHG�ZRUGV�
ZLWK�D� WLQNOLQJ�RQ� WKH�HQG� WKHQ� WKH\�ZHQW� DQG� VKRXWHG� VWDQ]DV� DQG�
they put a little doll’s shoes on the stanza and the stanza turned into 
a queen to die a little and the queen turned into a wolverine and the 



children ran till they all turned green

Then came the great Ambassadors of sentiment and exclaimed 
historically in chorus

psychology psychology heehee
Science Science Science
vive la France
we are not naive
we are successive
we are exclusive
we are not simple
and we are all quite able to discuss the intelligence.

But we Dada are not of their opinion for art is not serious I assure 
you and if in exhibiting crime we learnedly say ventilator, it is to give 
\RX�SOHDVXUH�NLQG�UHDGHU�,�ORYH�\RX�VR�,�VZHDU�,�GR�DGRUH�\RX



7KH�PDJLF�RI�D�ZRUG�ħ�'DGD�ħ�ZKLFK�KDV�EURXJKW�MRXUQDOLVWV�WR�
the gates of a world unforeseen, is of no importance to us.

To put out a manifesto you must want: ABC

to fulminate against 1, 2, 3, 

WR�À\�LQWR�D�UDJH�DQG�VKDUSHQ�\RXU�ZLQJV�WR�FRQTXHU�DQG�GLVVHPLQDWH�
little abcs and big abcs, to sign, shout, swear, to organize prose into a 
form of absolute and irrefutable evidence, to prove your non plus ultra 
and maintain that novelty resembles life just as the latest appearance of 
VRPH�ZKRUH�SURYHV�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�*RG��+LV�H[LVWHQFH�ZDV�SUHYLRXVO\�
proved by the accordion, the landscape, the wheedling word. To impose 
\RXU�$%&�LV�D�QDWXUDO�WKLQJ�ħ�KHQFH�GHSORUDEOH��(YHU\ERG\�GRHV�LW�LQ�
WKH� IRUP� RI� FU\VWDOEOXɱPDGRQQD�� PRQHWDU\� V\VWHP�� SKDUPDFHXWLFDO�
product, or a bare leg advertising the ardent sterile spring. The love of 
novelty is the cross of sympathy, demonstrates a naive je m’enfoutisme, 
it is a transitory, positive sign without a cause.

But this need itself is obsolete. In documenting art on the basis of 
WKH�VXSUHPH�VLPSOLFLW\��QRYHOW\��ZH�DUH�KXPDQ�DQG�WUXH�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�
amusement, impulsive, vibrant to crucify boredom. At the crossroads 
of the lights, alert, attentively awaiting the years, in the forest. I 
write a manifesto and I want nothing, yet I say certain things, and in 
SULQFLSOH�,�DP�DJDLQVW�PDQLIHVWRHV��DV�,�DP�DOVR�DJDLQVW�SULQFLSOHV�ĪKDOIĥ
pints to measure the moral value of every phrase too too convenient; 
DSSUR[LPDWLRQ� ZDV� LQYHQWHG� E\� WKH� LPSUHVVLRQLVWVī�� ,� ZULWH� WKLV�
manifesto to show that people can perform contrary actions together 
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ZKLOH�WDNLQJ�RQH�IUHVK�JXOS�RI�DLU��,�DP�DJDLQVW�DFWLRQ��IRU�FRQWLQXRXV�
FRQWUDGLFWLRQ��IRU�DɷUPDWLRQ�WRR��,�DP�QHLWKHU�IRU�QRU�DJDLQVW�DQG�,�
do not explain because I hate common sense.

'DGD� ħ� WKHUH� \RX� KDYH� D� ZRUG� WKDW� OHDGV� LGHDV� WR� WKH� KXQW��
every bourgeois is a little dramatist, he invents all sorts of speeches 
instead of putting the characters suitable to the quality of his 
LQWHOOLJHQFH��FKU\VDOLVHV��RQ�FKDLUV��VHHNV�FDXVHV�RU�DLPV�ĪDFFRUGLQJ�WR�
WKH�SV\FKRDQDO\WLF�PHWKRG�KH�SUDFWLFHVī� WR�FHPHQW�KLV�SORW�� D� VWRU\�
WKDW�VSHDNV�DQG�GH¿QHV� LWVHOI��(YHU\�VSHFWDWRU� LV�D�SORWWHU� LI�KH�WULHV�
WR�H[SODLQ�D�ZRUG��ĪWR�NQRZ�ī�6DIH�LQ�WKH�FRWWRQ\�UHIXJH�RI�VHUSHQWLQH�
complications he manipulates his instincts. Hence the mishaps of 
conjugal life.

7R�H[SODLQ��WKH�DPXVHPHQW�RI�UHGEHOOLHV�LQ�WKH�PLOOV�RI�HPSW\�VNXOOV�

'$'$�0($16�127+,1*

,I�\RX�¿QG�LW�IXWLOH�DQG�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�ZDVWH�\RXU�WLPH�RQ�D�ZRUG�
WKDW�PHDQV� QRWKLQJ����7KH�¿UVW� WKRXJKW� WKDW� FRPHV� WR� WKHVH� SHRSOH�
LV�EDFWHULRORJLFDO�LQ�FKDUDFWHU��WR�¿QG�LWV�HW\PRORJLFDO��RU�DW� OHDVW�LWV�
KLVWRULFDO�RU�SV\FKRORJLFDO�RULJLQ��:H�VHH�E\�WKH�SDSHUV�WKDW�WKH�.UX�
Negroes call the tail of a holy a holy cow Dada. The cube and the 
mother in a certain district of Italy are called: Dada. A hobby horse, a 
nurse both in Russian and Romanian: Dada. Some learned journalists 
regard it as an art for babies, other holy jesusescallingthelittlechildren 
of our day, as a relapse into a dry and noisy, noisy and monotonous 
primitivism. Sensibility is not constructed on the basis of a word; all 
constructions converge on perfection which is boring, the stagnant 
LGHD�RI�D�JLOGHG�VZDPS��D�UHODWLYH�KXPDQ�SURGXFW��$�ZRUN�RI�DUW�VKRXOG�
not be beauty in itself, for beauty is dead; it should be neither gay nor 
VDG��QHLWKHU�OLJKW�QRU�GDUN�WR�UHMRLFH�RU�WRUWXUH�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�E\�VHUYLQJ�
KLP�WKH�FDNHV�RI�VDFUHG�DXUHROHV�RU�WKH�VZHHWV�RI�D�YDXOWHG�UDFH�WKURXJK�
WKH�DWPRVSKHUHV��$�ZRUN�RI�DUW�LV�QHYHU�EHDXWLIXO�E\�GHFUHH��REMHFWLYHO\�
and for all. Hence criticism is useless, it exists only subjectively, for each 
man separately, without the slightest character of universality. Does 
DQ\RQH� WKLQN�KH�KDV� IRXQG� D�SV\FKLF�EDVH� FRPPRQ� WR� DOO�PDQNLQG"�
The attempt of Jesus and the Bible covers with their broad benevolent 



wings: shit, animals, days. How can one expect to put order into the 
FKDRV�WKDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�WKDW�LQ¿QLWH�DQG�VKDSHOHVV�YDULDWLRQ��PDQ"�7KH�
SULQFLSOH��³ORYH�WK\�QHLJKERU´�LV�D�K\SRFULV\��³.QRZ�WK\VHOI ´�LV�XWRSLDQ�
EXW�PRUH�DFFHSWDEOH�� IRU� LW�HPEUDFHV�ZLFNHGQHVV��1R�SLW\��$IWHU� WKH�
FDUQDJH�ZH�VWLOO�UHWDLQ�WKH�KRSH�RI�D�SXUL¿HG�PDQNLQG��,�VSHDN�RQO\�RI�
myself since I do not wish to convince, I have no right to drag others 
into my river, I oblige no one to follow me and everybody practices 
KLV� DUW� LQ�KLV� RZQ�ZD\�� LI� KH�NQRZV� WKH� MR\� WKDW� ULVHV� OLNH� DUURZV� WR�
the astral layers, or that other joy that goes down into the mines of 
FRUSVHĥÀRZHUV�DQG�IHUWLOH�VSDVPV��6WDODFWLWHV��VHHN�WKHP�HYHU\ZKHUH��
LQ�PDQDJHUV�PDJQL¿HG�E\�SDLQ��H\HV�ZKLWH�DV�WKH�KDUHV�RI�WKH�DQJHOV�

And so Dada1 was born of a need for independence, of a distrust 
toward unity. Those who are with us preserve their freedom. We 
recognize no theory. We have enough cubist and futurist academies: 
ODERUDWRULHV� RI� IRUPDO� LGHDV�� ,V� WKH� DLP� RI� DUW� WR� PDNH�PRQH\� DQG�
cajole the nice nice bourgeois? Rhymes ring with the assonance of the 
FXUUHQFLHV�DQG�WKH�LQÀH[LRQ�VOLSV�DORQJ�WKH�OLQH�RI�WKH�EHOO\�LQ�SUR¿OH��
All groups of artists have arrived at this trust company after riding 
their steeds on various comets. While the door remains open to the 
possibility of wallowing in cushions and good things to eat.

Here we cast anchor in rich ground. Here we have a right to do 
VRPH�SURFODLPLQJ��IRU�ZH�KDYH�NQRZQ�FROG�VKXGGHUV�DQG�DZDNHQLQJV��
*KRVWV�GUXQN�RQ�HQHUJ\��ZH�GLJ�WKH�WULGHQW�LQWR�XQVXVSHFWLQJ�ÀHVK��:H�
are a downpour of maledictions as tropically abundant as vertiginous 
vegetation, resin and rain are our sweat, we bleed and burn with thirst, 
our blood is vigor.

&XELVP�ZDV� ERUQ� RXW� RI� WKH� VLPSOH�ZD\� RI� ORRNLQJ� DW� DQ� REMHFW��
&p]DQQH�SDLQWHG�D�FXS����FHQWLPHWHUV�EHORZ�KLV�H\HV��WKH�FXELVWV�ORRN�DW�
LW�IURP�DERYH��RWKHUV�FRPSOLFDWH�DSSHDUDQFH�E\�PDNLQJ�D�SHUSHQGLFXODU�
VHFWLRQ�DQG�DUUDQJLQJ�LW�FRQVFLHQWLRXVO\�RQ�WKH�VLGH��Ī,�GR�QRW�IRUJHW�WKH�
creative artists and the profound laws of matter which they established 
RQFH� DQG� IRU� DOO�ī� 7KH� IXWXULVW� VHHV� WKH� VDPH� FXS� LQ� PRYHPHQW�� D�
succession of objects one beside the other, and maliciously adds a few 

1 LQ������LQ�WKH�&DEDUHW�9ROWDLUH��LQ�=XULFK�



force lines. This does not prevent the canvas from being a good or bad 
painting suitable for the investment of intellectual capital. 

The new painter creates a world, the elements of which are also its 
LPSOHPHQWV��D�VREHU��GH¿QLWH�ZRUN�ZLWKRXW�DUJXPHQW��7KH�QHZ�DUWLVW�
SURWHVWV��KH�QR� ORQJHU�SDLQWV� ĪV\PEROLF�DQG� LOOXVLRQLVW� UHSURGXFWLRQī�
EXW�FUHDWH�ħ�GLUHFWO\�LQ�VWRQH��ZRRG��LURQ�WLQ��ERXOGHUV�ħ�ORFRPRWLYH�
organisms capable of being turned in all directions by the limpid wind 
RI�PRPHQWDU\�VHQVDWLRQ��$OO�SLFWRULDO�RU�SODVWLF�ZRUN�LV�XVHOHVV��OHW�LW�
then be a monstrosity that frightens servile minds, and not sweetening 
to decorate the refectories of animals in human costume, illustrating 
WKH�VDG�IDEOH�RI�PDQNLQG�ħ

3DLQWLQJ�LV�WKH�DUW�RI�PDNLQJ�WZR�OLQHV�JHRPHWULFDOO\�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�
parallel meet on a canvas before our eyes in a reality which transposes 
RWKHU�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�SRVVLELOLWLHV�LQWR�D�ZRUOG��7KLV�ZRUOG�LV�QRW�VSHFL¿HG�
RU�GH¿QHG�LQ�WKH�ZRUN��LW�EHORQJV�LQ�LWV�LQQXPHUDEOH�YDULDWLRQV�WR�WKH�
spectator. For its creator it is without cause and without theory. Order = 
GLVRUGHU��HJR� �QRQĦHJR��DɼUPDWLRQ� �QHJDWLRQ� the supreme radiations of an 
absolute art. Absolute in the purity of a cosmic, ordered chaos, eternal 
in the globule of a second without duration, without breath without 
FRQWURO��,�ORYH�DQ�DQFLHQW�ZRUN�IRU�LWV�QRYHOW\��,W�LV�RQO\�FRQWUDVW�WKDW�
connects us with the past. The writers who teach morality and discuss 
or improve psychological foundations have, aside from a hidden desire 
WR�PDNH�PRQH\��DQ�DEVXUG�YLHZ�RI�OLIH��ZKLFK�WKH\�KDYH�FODVVL¿HG��FXW�LQ�
sections, channelized: they insist on waving the baton as the categories 
GDQFH��7KHLU�UHDGHUV�VQLFNHU�DQG�JR�RQ��ZKDW�IRU"

7KHUH�LV�D�OLWHUDWXUH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�UHDFK�WKH�YRUDFLRXV�PDVV��,W�LV�WKH�ZRUN�
RI�FUHDWRUV�� LVVXHG�IURP�D�UHDO�QHFHVVLW\�LQ�WKH�DXWKRU��SURGXFHG�IRU�KLPVHOI��,W�
H[SUHVVHV� WKH� NQRZOHGJH� RI� D� VXSUHPH� HJRLVP�� LQ� ZKLFK� ODZV� ZLWKHU� DZD\��
(YHU\�SDJH�PXVW�H[SORGH��HLWKHU�E\�SURIRXQG�KHDY\�VHULRXVQHVV��WKH�ZKLUOZLQG��
SRHWLF�IUHQ]\��WKH�QHZ��WKH�HWHUQDO��WKH�FUXVKLQJ�MRNH��HQWKXVLDVP�IRU�SULQFLSOHV��
RU� E\� WKH�ZD\� LQ�ZKLFK� LW� LV� SULQWHG��2Q� WKH� RQH� KDQG� D� WRWWHULQJ�ZRUOG� LQ�
ÁLJKW��EHWURWKHG�WR�WKH�JORFNHQVSLHO�RI�KHOO��RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��QHZ�PHQ��5RXJK��
ERXQFLQJ��ULGLQJ�RQ�KLFFXSV��%HKLQG�WKHP�D�FULSSOHG�ZRUOG�DQG�OLWHUDU\�TXDFNV�
ZLWK�D�PDQLD�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW�



,� VD\�XQWR�\RX�� WKHUH� LV�QR�EHJLQQLQJ�DQG�ZH�GR�QRW� WUHPEOH��ZH�DUH�QRW�
VHQWLPHQWDO��:H�DUH�D�IXULRXV�ZLQG��WHDULQJ�WKH�GLUW\�OLQHQ�RI�FORXGV�DQG�SUD\HUV��
SUHSDULQJ�WKH�JUHDW�VSHFWDFOH�RI�GLVDVWHU��ÀUH��GHFRPSRVLWLRQ��We will put an end 
to mourning and replace tears by sirens screeching from one continent 
WR�DQRWKHU��3DYLOLRQV�RI�LQWHQVH�MR\�DQG�ZLGRZHUV�ZLWK�WKH�VDGQHVV�RI�
poison. Dada is the signboard of abstraction; advertising and business 
are also elements of poetry.

I destroy the drawers of the brain and of social organization: spread 
demoralization where I go and cast my hand from heaven to hell, my 
eyes from hell to heaven, restore the fecund wheel of a universal circus 
to objective forces and the imagination of every individual.

3KLORVRSK\�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��IURP�ZKLFK�VLGH�VKDOO�ZH�ORRN�DW�OLIH��
*RG��WKH�LGHD�RU�RWKHU�SKHQRPHQD��(YHU\WKLQJ�RQH�ORRNV�DW�LV�IDOVH��
I do not consider the relative result more important than the choice 
EHWZHHQ�FDNH�DQG�FKHUULHV�DIWHU�GLQQHU��7KH�V\VWHP�RI�TXLFNO\�ORRNLQJ�
at the other side of a thing in order to impose your opinion indirectly 
is called dialectics, in other words, haggling over the spirit of fried 
potatoes while dancing method around it.

If I cry out:

,GHDO��LGHDO��LGHDO�
.QRZOHGJH��NQRZOHGJH��NQRZOHGJH�
%RRPERRP��ERRPERRP��ERRPERRP�

I have given a pretty faithful version of progress, law, morality and all 
RWKHU�¿QH�TXDOLWLHV�WKDW�YDULRXV�KLJKO\�LQWHOOLJHQW�PHQ�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�
LQ�VR�PDQ\�ERRNV��RQO\�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�DIWHU�DOO�HYHU\RQH�GDQFHV�WR�
his own personal boomboom, and that the writer is entitled to his 
boomboom: the satisfaction of pathological curiosity; a private bell 
IRU� LQH[SOLFDEOH�QHHGV��D�EDWK��SHFXQLDU\�GLɷFXOWLHV��D�VWRPDFK�ZLWK�
repercussions in life; the authority of the mystic wand formulated as 
WKH� ERXTXHW� RI� D� SKDQWRP�RUFKHVWUD�PDGH� XS� RI� VLOHQW� ¿GGOH� ERZV�
JUHDVHG� ZLWK� SKLOWUHV�PDGH� RI� FKLFNHQ�PDQXUH��:LWK� WKH� EOXH� H\Hĥ
glasses of an angel they have excavated the inner life for a dime’s worth 
RI�XQDQLPRXV�JUDWLWXGH��,I�DOO�RI�WKHP�DUH�ULJKW�DQG�LI�DOO�SLOOV�DUH�3LQN�



3LOOV��OHW�XV�WU\�IRU�RQFH�QRW�WR�EH�ULJKW��6RPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKH\�FDQ�
H[SODLQ�UDWLRQDOO\��E\�WKRXJKW��ZKDW�WKH\�WKLQN��%XW�WKDW�LV�H[WUHPHO\�
UHODWLYH��3V\FKRDQDO\VLV�LV�D�GDQJHURXV�GLVHDVH��LW�SXWV�WR�VOHHS�WKH�DQWLĥ
objective impulses of man and systematizes the bourgeoisie. There 
is no ultimate Truth. The dialectic is an amusing mechanism which 
JXLGHV�XV���LQ�D�EDQDO�NLQG�RI�ZD\���WR�WKH�RSLQLRQV�ZH�KDG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
SODFH��'RHV� DQ\RQH� WKLQN� WKDW�� E\� D�PLQXWH� UH¿QHPHQW� RI� ORJLF�� KH�
has demonstrated the truth and established the correctness of these 
RSLQLRQV"�/RJLF�LPSULVRQHG�E\�WKH�VHQVHV�LV�DQ�RUJDQLF�GLVHDVH��7R�WKLV�
HOHPHQW� SKLORVRSKHUV� DOZD\V� OLNH� WR� DGG�� WKH� SRZHU� RI� REVHUYDWLRQ��
%XW� DFWXDOO\� WKLV�PDJQL¿FHQW�TXDOLW\�RI� WKH�PLQG� LV� WKH�SURRI�RI� LWV�
impotence. We observe, we regard from one or more points of view, 
we choose them among the millions that exist. Experience is also a 
product of chance and individual faculties. Science disgusts me as 
soon as it becomes a speculative system, loses its character of utility 
ħ�WKDW�LV�VR�XVHOHVV�EXW�LV�DW�OHDVW�LQGLYLGXDO��,�GHWHVW�JUHDV\�REMHFWLYLW\��
DQG� KDUPRQ\�� WKH� VFLHQFH� WKDW� ¿QGV� HYHU\WKLQJ� LQ� RUGHU�� &DUU\� RQ��
my children, humanity... Science says we are the servants of nature: 
HYHU\WKLQJ� LV� LQ�RUGHU��PDNH� ORYH�DQG�EDVK�\RXU�EUDLQV� LQ��&DUU\�RQ��
P\� FKLOGUHQ�� KXPDQLW\�� NLQG� ERXUJHRLV� DQG� MRXUQDOLVW� YLUJLQV���� ,� DP�
against systems, the most acceptable system is on principle to have 
none. To complete oneself, to perfect oneself in one’s own littleness, 
WR�¿OO�WKH�YHVVHO�ZLWK�RQH¶V�LQGLYLGXDOLW\��WR�KDYH�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�¿JKW�
for and against thought, the mystery of bread, the sudden burst of an 
infernal propeller into economic lilies:

'$'$,67�63217$1(,7<

I call je m’enfoutisme�WKH�NLQG�RI�OLNH�LQ�ZKLFK�HYHU\RQH�UHWDLQV�KLV�
own conditions, though respecting other individualisms, except when 
WKH� QHHG� DULVHV� WR� GHIHQG� RQHVHOI�� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� WZRĥVWHS� EHFRPHV�
national anthem, curiosity shop, a radio transmitting Bach fugues, 
electric signs and posters for whorehouses, an organ broadcasting 
FDUQDWLRQV�IRU�*RG��DOO�WKLV�WRJHWKHU�SK\VLFDOO\�UHSODFLQJ�SKRWRJUDSK\�
and the universal catechism.

$&7,9(�6,03/,&,7<�



,QDELOLW\� WR� GLVWLQJXLVK� EHWZHHQ� GHJUHHV� RI� FODULW\�� WR� OLFN� WKH�
SHQXPEUD�DQG�ÀRDW�LQ�WKH�ELJ�PRXWK�¿OOHG�ZLWK�KRQH\�DQG�H[FUHPHQW��
0HDVXUHG�E\� WKH� VFDOH�RI� HWHUQLW\�� DOO� DFWLYLW\� LV� YDLQ�ħ� ĪLI�ZH� DOORZ�
thought to engage in an adventure the result of which would be 
LQ¿QLWHO\�JURWHVTXH�DQG�DGG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�WR�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�KXPDQ�
LPSRWHQFHī��%XW�VXSSRVLQJ�OLIH�WR�EH�D�SRRU�IDUFH��ZLWKRXW�DLP�RU�LQLWLDO�
SDUWXULWLRQ��DQG�EHFDXVH�ZH�WKLQN�LW�RXU�GXW\�WR�H[WULFDWH�RXUVHOYHV�DV�
fresh and clean as washed chrysanthemums, we have proclaimed as the 
sole basis for agreement: art. It is not as important as we, mercenaries 
RI�WKH�VSLULW��KDYH�EHHQ�SURFODLPLQJ�IRU�FHQWXULHV��$UW�DɹLFWV�QR�RQH�
DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�PDQDJH�WR�WDNH�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�LW�ZLOO�KDUYHVW�FDUHVVHV�DQG�
D�¿QH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�SRSXODWH�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�WKHLU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��$UW�
LV�D�SULYDWH�DɱDLU��WKH�DUWLVW�SURGXFHV�LW�IRU�KLPVHOI��DQ�LQWHOOLJLEOH�ZRUN�
LV� WKH�SURGXFW�RI�D� MRXUQDOLVW��DQG�EHFDXVH�DW� WKLV�PRPHQW� LW� VWULNHV�
my fancy to combine this monstrosity with oil paints: a paper tube 
simulating the metal that is automatically pressed and poured hatred 
cowardice villainy. The artist, the poet rejoice at the venom of the 
masses condensed into a section chief of this industry, he is happy to 
be insulted: it is a proof of his immutability. When a writer or artist is 
SUDLVHG�E\�WKH�QHZVSDSHUV��LW�LV�D�SURRI�RI�WKH�LQWHOOLJLELOLW\�RI�KLV�ZRUN��
wretched lining of a coat for public use; tatters covering brutality, piss 
contributing to the warmth of an animal brooding vile instincts. Flabby, 
LQVLSLG�ÀHVK�UHSURGXFLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�W\SRJUDSKLFDO�PLFUREHV�

:H�KDYH� WKURZQ�RXW� WKH� FU\ĥEDE\� LQ�XV��$Q\� LQ¿OWUDWLRQ�RI� WKLV�
NLQG� LV�FDQGLHG�GLDUUKHD��7R�HQFRXUDJH�WKLV�DFW� LV� WR�GLJHVW� LW��:KDW�
ZH�QHHG�LV�ZRUNV�WKDW�DUH�VWURQJ�VWUDLJKW�SUHFLVH�DQG�IRUHYHU�EH\RQG�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��/RJLF�LV�D�FRPSOLFDWLRQ��/RJLF�LV�DOZD\V�ZURQJ��,7�GUDZV�
the threads of notions, words, in their formal exterior, toward illusory 
HQGV�DQG�FHQWHUV��,WV�FKDLQV�NLOO�� LW� LV�DQ�HQRUPRXV�FHQWLSHGH�VWLÀLQJ�
LQGHSHQGHQFH��0DUULHG�WR� ORJLF��DUW�ZRXOG� OLYH� LQ� LQFHVW��VZDOORZLQJ��
HQJXO¿QJ�LWV�RZQ�WDLO��VWLOO�SDUW�RI�LWV�RZQ�ERG\��IRUQLFDWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�LWVHOI��
DQG� SDVVLRQ� ZRXOG� EHFRPH� D� QLJKWPDUH� WDUUHG� ZLWK� 3URWHVWDQWLVP��
a monument, a heap of ponderous gray entrails. But the suppleness, 
enthusiasm, even the joy of injustice, this little truth which we practise 
LQQRFHQWO\�DQG�ZKLFK�PDNHV�XV�EHDXWLIXO��ZH�DUH�VXEWOH�DQG�RXU�¿QJHUV�
are malleable and slippery as the branches of that sinuous, almost 
OLTXLG�SODQW��LW�GH¿QHV�RXU�VRXO��VD\�WKH�F\QLFV��7KDW�WRR�LV�D�SRLQW�RI�



YLHZ��EXW�DOO�ÀRZHUV�DUH�QRW�VDFUHG��IRUWXQDWHO\��DQG�WKH�GLYLQH�WKLQJ�
LQ�XV�LV�RXU�FDOO�WR�DQWLĥKXPDQ�DFWLRQ��,�DP�VSHDNLQJ�RI�D�SDSHU�ÀRZHU�
IRU�WKH�EXWWRQKROHV�RI�WKH�JHQWOHPHQ�ZKR�IUHTXHQW�WKH�EDOO�RI�PDVNHG�
OLIH��WKH�NLWFKHQ�RI�JUDFH��ZKLWH�FRXVLQV�OLWKH�RU�IDW��7KH\�WUDɷF�ZLWK�
whatever we have selected. The contradiction and unity of poles in a 
single toss can be the truth. If one absolutely insists on uttering this 
SODWLWXGH��WKH�DSSHQGL[�RI�D�OLELGLQRXV��PDORGRURXV�PRUDOLW\��0RUDOLW\�
FUHDWHV�DWURSK\� OLNH�HYHU\�SODJXH�SURGXFHG� LQWHOOLJHQFH��7KH�FRQWURO�
RI�PRUDOLW\�DQG�ORJLF�KDV�LQÀLFWHG�XV�ZLWK�LPSDVVLYLW\�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�SROLFHPHQ�ħ�ZKR�DUH�WKH�FDXVH�RI�VODYHU\��SXWULG�UDWV�LQIHFWLQJ�WKH�
bowels of the bourgeoisie, which have infected the only luminous clean 
corridors of glass that remained open to artists. 

/HW�HDFK�PDQ�SURFODLP��WKHUH�LV�D�JUHDW�QHJDWLYH�ZRUN�RI�GHVWUXFWLRQ�
WR�EH�DFFRPSOLVKHG��:H�PXVW�VZHHS�DQG�FOHDQ��$ɷUP�WKH�FOHDQOLQHVV�
of the individual after the state of madness, aggressive complete 
madness of a world abandoned to the hands of bandits, who rend one 
another and destroy the centuries. Without aim or designed, without 
organization: indomitable madness, decomposition. Those who are 
VWURQJ�LQ�ZRUGV�RU�IRUFH�ZLOO�VXUYLYH��IRU�WKH\�DUH�TXLFN�LQ�GHIHQVH��WKH�
DJLOLW\�RI�OLPEV�DQG�VHQWLPHQWV�ÀDPHV�RQ�WKHLU�IDFHWHG�ÀDQNV�

0RUDOLW\�KDV�GHWHUPLQHG�FKDULW\�DQG�SLW\��WZR�EDOOV�RI�IDW�WKDW�KDYH�
JURZQ�OLNH�HOHSKDQWV��OLNH�SODQHWV��DQG�DUH�FDOOHG�JRRG��7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�
JRRG�DERXW�WKHP��*RRGQHVV�LV�OXFLG��FOHDU�DQG�GHFLGHG��SLWLOHVV�WRZDUGV�
FRPSURPLVH�DQG�SROLWLFV��0RUDOLW\�LV�DQ�LQMHFWLRQ�RI�FKRFRODWH�LQWR�WKH�
YHLQV�RI�DOO�PHQ��7KLV�WDVN�LV�QRW�RUGHUHG�E\�D�VXSHUQDWXUDO�IRUFH�EXW�
E\�WKH�WUXVW�RI�LGHD�EURNHUV�DQG�JUDVSLQJ�DFDGHPLFLDQV��6HQWLPHQWDOLW\��
at the sight of a group of men quarreling and bored, they invented the 
FDOHQGDU�DQG� WKH�PHGLFDPHQW�ZLVGRP��:LWK�D� VWLFNLQJ�RI� ODEHOV� WKH�
EDWWOH�RI�WKH�SKLORVRSKHUV�ZDV�VHW�Rɱ�ĪPHUFDQWLOLVP��VFDOHV��PHWLFXORXV�
DQG�SHWW\�PHDVXUHVī�DQG�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�WLPH�LW�ZDV�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�
SLW\�LV�D�VHQWLPHQW�OLNH�GLDUUKHD�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�GLVJXVW�WKDW�GHVWUR\V�
health, a foul attempt by carrion corpses to compromise the sun. I 
proclaim the opposition of all cosmic faculties to this gonorrhea of 
a putrid sun issued from the factories of philosophical thought, I 
proclaim bitter struggle with all the weapons of 

'$'$,67�',6*867



Every product of disgust capable of becoming a negation of the 
IDPLO\�LV�'DGD��D�SURWHVW�ZLWK�WKH�¿VWV�RI�LWV�ZKROH�EHLQJ�HQJDJHG�LQ�
destructive action: 'DGD��NQRZOHGJH�RI�DOO�WKH�PHDQV�UHMHFWHG�XS�XQWLO�QRZ�
E\� WKH� VKDPHIDFHG� VH[� RI� FRPIRUWDEOH� FRPSURPLVH� DQG� JRRG�PDQQHUV��'DGD��
DEROLWLRQ�RI�ORJLF��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�GDQFH�RI�WKRVH�LPSRWHQW�WR�FUHDWH��'DGD��RI�HYHU\�
VRFLDO�KLHUDUFK\�DQG�HTXDWLRQ�VHW�XS�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�YDOXHV�E\�RXU�YDOHWV��'DGD��
HYHU\� REMHFW�� DOO� REMHFWV�� VHQWLPHQWV�� REVFXULWLHV�� DSSDULWLRQV� DQG� WKH� SUHFLVH�
FODVK� RI� SDUDOOHO� OLQHV� DUH�ZHDSRQV� IRU� WKH�ÀJKW��'DGD�� DEROLWLRQ� RI�PHPRU\��
'DGD��DEROLWLRQ�RI�DUFKDHRORJ\��'DGD��DEROLWLRQ�RI�SURSKHWV��'DGD��DEROLWLRQ�
RI�WKH�IXWXUH��'DGD��DEVROXWH�DQG�XQTXHVWLRQDEOH�IDLWK�LQ�HYHU\�JRG�WKDW�LV�WKH�
LPPHGLDWH� SURGXFW� RI� VSRQWDQHLW\��Dada; elegant and unprejudiced leap 
IURP�D�KDUPRQ\�WR�WKH�RWKHU�VSKHUH��WUDMHFWRU\�RI�D�ZRUG�WRVVHG�OLNH�D�
screeching phonograph record; to respect all individuals in their folly 
of the moment: whether it be serious, fearful, timid, ardent, vigorous, 
determined, enthusiastic; to divest one’s church of every useless 
FXPEHUVRPH�DFFHVVRU\��WR�VSLW�RXW�GLVDJUHHDEOH�RU�DPRURXV�LGHDV�OLNH�
D�OXPLQRXV�ZDWHUIDOO��RU�FRGGOH�WKHP�ħ�ZLWK�WKH�H[WUHPH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�
WKDW� LW�GRHVQ¶W�PDWWHU� LQ� WKH� OHDVW�ħ�ZLWK� WKH� VDPH� LQWHQVLW\� LQ� WKH�
WKLFNHW�RI�RQH¶V�VRXO�ħ�SXUH�RI�LQVHFWV�IRU�EORRG�ZHOOĥERUQ��DQG�JLOGHG�
with bodies of archangels. Freedom: Dada Dada Dada, a roaring of 
tense colors, and interlacing of opposites and of all contradictions, 
grotesques, inconsistencies: 

/,)(  



ProclamationwithoutPretension
Art is going to sleep for a new world to be born
³$57´�ħ�SDUURW�ZRUG�ħ�UHSODFHG�E\�'$'$�
3/(6,26$8586��RU�KDQGNHUFKLHI

7KH�WDOHQW�7+$7�&$1�%(�/($51('�PDNHV�WKH
SRHW�D�GUXJJLVW�72'$<�WKH�FULWLFLVP
of balances no longer challenges with resemblances

+\SHUWURSKLF�SDLQWHUV�K\SHUDHVĥ
theticized and hypnotized by the hyacinths
RI�WKH�K\SRFULWLFDOĥORRNLQJ�PXH]]LQV

&2162/,'$7(�7+(�+$59(67�2)�(;ĥ
$&7�&$/&8/$7,216

Hypodrome of immortal guarantees: there is
no such thing as importance there is no transparence
or appearance

086,&,$16�60$6+�<285�,167580(176
%/,1'�0(1�WDNH�WKH�VWDJH
7+(�6<5,1*(�LV�RQO\�IRU�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��,�ZULWH�EHFDXVH�LW�LV
QDWXUDO�H[DFWO\�WKH�ZD\�,�SLVV�WKH�ZD\�,¶P�VLFN

$57�1(('6�$1�23(5$7,21



$UW�LV�D�35(7(16,21�ZDUPHG�E\�WKH
7,0,',7<�RI�WKH�XULQDU\�EDVLQ��WKH�K\VWHULD�ERUQ
in 7+(�678',2

We are in search of
the force that is direct pure sober
81,48(�ZH�DUH�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�127+,1*
:H�DɷUP�WKH�9,7$/,7<�RI�HYHU\�,1ĥ
STANT

WKH�DQWLĥSKLORVRSK\�RI�spontaneous acrobatics

At this moment I hate the man who whispers
EHIRUH�WKH�LQWHUPLVVLRQ�ħ�HDX�GH�FRORJQH�ħ
VRXU�WKHDWUH��7+(�-2<286�:,1'

If each man says the opposite it is because he is
right

*HW�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�JH\VHU�RI�RXU�EORRG
ħ�VXEPDULQH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WUDQVFKURPDWLF�DHURĥ
planes, cellular metals numbered in
WKH�ÀLJKW�RI�LPDJHV

above the rules of the 
and its control

%($87,)8/

,W�LV�QRW�IRU�WKH�VDZHGĥRɱ�LPSV
who still worship their navel



Manifesto of 
mr. aa 
the anti-philosopher

without searching for I adore you
who is a french boxer
RU�LUUHJXODU�PDULWLPH�YDOXHV�OLNH�WKH�GHSUHVVLRQ�RI�'DGD�LQ�WKH�
 blood of the bicephalous
I slip between death and the vague phosphates
which scratch a little the common brain of the dadaist poets
OXFNLO\
for
gold
undermines
prices and the high cost of living have decided me to give up D’s
LW�LV�QRW�WUXH�WKDW�WKH�IDNH�GDGDV�KDYH�VQDWFKHV�WKHP�DZD\�IURP�
 me for
repayment will begin on 
that is something to cry about the nothing that calls itself nothing
DQG�L�KDYH�VZHSW�DZD\�VLFNQHVV�LQ�WKH�FXVWRPV�KRXVH
i tortoise shell and umbrella of the brain rented out from noon to 2 p.m.
superstitious individual releasing the wheels
of the spermatozoidal ballet that you will encounter in dress 
 rehearsal in the hearts of all suspicious characters
,¶OO�QLEEOH�\RXU�¿QJHUV�D�OLWWOH
,¶OO�EX\�\RX�D�UHĥVXEVFULSWLRQ�WR�ORYH�PDGH�RI�FHOOXORLG�WKDW�VTXHDNV�
� OLNH�PHWDO�GRRUV�DQG�\RX�DUH�LGLRWV



,�VKDOO�UHWXUQ�VRPH�GD\�OLNH�\RXU�XULQH�UHYLYLQJ�\RX�WR�WKH�MR\�RI�
� OLYLQJ�WKH�PLGĥZLIH�ZLQG
and i’ll set up a boarding school for pimps and poets
DQG�L¶OO�FRPH�EDFN�DJDLQ�WR�EHJLQ�DOO�RYHU
and you are all idiots
DQG�WKH�VHOIĥNOHSWRPDQLDF¶V�NH\�ZRUNV�RQO\�ZLWK�WZLOLJKW�RLO
RQ�HYHU\�NQRW�RI�HYHU\�PDFKLQH�WKHUH�LV�WKH�QRLVH�RI�D�QHZERUQ�EDEH
and we are all idiots
and highly suspicious with a new form of intelligence and a new 
 logic of our own which is not Dada at all
and you are letting yourself be carried away by Aaism
and you are all idiots
cataplasms
PDGH�RI�WKH�DOFRKRO�RI�SXUL¿HG�VOHHS
bandages
and idiot
virgins
tristan tzara
7DNH�D�JRRG�ORRN�DW�PH�
,�DP�DQ�LGLRW��,�DP�D�FORZQ��,�DP�D�IDNHU�
7DNH�D�JRRG�ORRN�DW�PH�
I am ugly, my face has no expression, I am little.
,�DP�OLNH�DOO�RI�\RX�1

%XW�DVN�\RXUVHOYHV��EHIRUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�PH��LI�WKH�LULV�E\�ZKLFK�\RX�
VHQG�RXW�DUURZV�RI�OLTXLG�VHQWLPHQW��LV�QRW�À\�VKLW��LI�WKH�H\HV�RI�\RXU�
belly are not sections of tumors that will some day peer from some 
part of your body in the form a gonorrheal discharge. 

<RX�VHH�ZLWK�\RXU�QDYHO�ħ�ZK\�GR�\RX�KLGH� IURP� LW� WKH�DEVXUG�
spectacle that we present? And farther down, sex organs of women, with 
WHHWK��DOOĥVZDOORZLQJ�ħ�WKH�SRHWU\�RI�HWHUQLW\��ORYH��SXUH�ORYH�RI�FRXUVH�
ħ� UDUH� VWHDNV� DQG�RLO� SDLQWLQJ��$OO� WKRVH�ZKR� ORRN� DQG�XQGHUVWDQG��
HDVLO\�¿W�LQ�EHWZHHQ�SRHWU\�DQG�ORYH��EHWZHHQ�WKH�EHHIVWHDN�DQG�WKH�
painting. They will be digested. They will be digested.

1 ,�ZDQWHG�WR�JLYH�P\VHOI�D�OLWWOH�SXEOLFLW\�



,� ZDV� UHFHQWO\� DFFXVHG� RI� VWHDOLQJ� IURP� IXUV�� 3UREDEO\� EHFDXVH�
I was still thought to be among the poets. Among those poets who 
satisfy their legitimate need for cold onanism with warm furs: H o h 
R�� ,� NQRZ� RWKHU� SOHDVXUHV�� HTXDOO\� SODWRQLF��&DOO� \RXU� IDPLO\� RQ� WKH�
telephone and piss in the hole reserved for musical gastronomic and 
sacred stupidities.

DADA proposes 2 solutions:
12�025(�/22.6�
12�025(�:25'6�2

6WRS�ORRNLQJ�
6WRS�WDONLQJ�

)RU� ,�� FKDPHOHRQ� WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ� LQ¿OWUDWLRQ� ZLWK� FRQYHQLHQW�
DWWLWXGHV�ħ�PXOWLĥFRORUHG�RSLQLRQV�IRU�HYHU\�RFFDVLRQ�GLPHQVLRQ�DQG�
SULFH�ħ�,�GR�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW�,�VXJJHVW�WR�RWKHUV�3

I’ve forgotten something: 
where? why? how?
in other words:

ventilator of cold examples will serve as a cavalcade to the fragile 
VQDNH� DQG� L� QHYHU� KDG� WKH� SOHDVXUH� RI� VHHLQJ� \RX�P\� GHDU� ULJLG� WKH�
HDU�ZLOO� HPHUJH�RI� LWV�RZQ�DFFRUG� IURP�WKH�HQYHORSH� OLNH� DOO�PDULQH�
FRQIHFWLRQV�DQG�WKH�SURGXFWV�RI�WKH�¿UP�RI�$D�	�&R��FKHZLQJ�JXP�
IRU�LQVWDQFH�DQG�GRJV�KDYH�EOXH�H\HV��,�GULQN�FDPRPLOH�WHD��WKH\�GULQN�
wind, Dada introduces new points of view, nowadays people sit at the 
corners of tables, in attitudes sliding a little to left and right, that’s 
why I’m angry with Dada, wherever you go insist on the abolitions of 
D’s, eat Aa, rub yourself down with Aa toothpaste, buy your clothes 
IURP�$D��$D�LV�D�KDQGNHUFKLHI�DQG�D�VH[�RUJDQ�ZLSLQJ�LWV�QRVH��D�UDSLG�
QRLVHOHVV�ħ�UXEEHUĥWLUHG�ħ�FROODSVH��QHHGV�QR�PDQLIHVWRHV��RU�DGGUHVV�
ERRNV��JLYHV�D���İ�GLVFRXQW�EX\�\RXU�FORWKHV�IURP�$D�KH�KDV�EOXH�H\HV�

2 1R�PRUH�PDQLIHVWRV�
3 6RPHWLPHV�



PU��DD�WKH�DQWLĥSKLORVRSKHU�VHQGV�XV�WKLV�PDQLIHVWR

+XUUDK�IRU�WKH�XQGHUWDNHUV�RI�FRPELQDWLRQ�

(YHU\� DFW� LV� D� FHUHEUDO� UHYROYHU� VKRW�ħ� WKH� LQVLJQL¿FDQW� JHVWXUH�
WKH�GHFLVLYH�PRYHPHQW�DUH�DWWDFNV�ħ�Ī,�RSHQ�WKH�IDQ�RI�NQRFNĥRXWV�WR�
GLVWLOO�WKH�DLU�WKDW�VHSDUDWHV�XVī�ħ�DQG�ZLWK�ZRUGV�VHW�GRZQ�RQ�SDSHU�,�
enter, solemnly, into myself.

,�SODQW�P\�VL[W\�¿QJHUV�LQ�WKH�KDLU�RI�QRWLRQV�DQG�EUXWDOO\�VKDNH�WKH�
drapery, the teeth, the bolts of the joints.

,�FORVH��,�RSHQ��,�VSLW��7DNH�FDUH��7KLV�LV�WKH�WLPH�WR�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�,�
OLHG��,I�WKHUH�LV�D�V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�ODFN�RI�V\VWHP�ħ�WKDW�RI�P\�SURSRUWLRQV�
ħ�,�QHYHU�DSSO\�LW�

In other words I lie. I lie when I apply it, I lie when I don’t apply it, 
I lie when I write that I’m lying, for I am not lying for I have seen my 
IDWKHU¶V�PLUURU�ħ�FKRVHQ�DPRQJ�WKH�DGYDQWDJHV�RI�YDFFDUD�ħ�IURP�FLW\�
WR�FLW\�ħ�IRU�P\VHOI�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�P\VHOI�ħ�IRU�WKH�VD[RSKRQH�ZHDUV�
WKH�PXUGHU�RI�WKH�YLVFHUDO�FKDXɱHXU�OLNH�D�URVH�ħ�LW�LV�PDGH�RI�VH[XDO�
FRSSHU�DQG�WLS�VKHHWV��7KXV�GUXPPHG�WKH�FRUQ��WKH�¿UH�DODUP�DQG�WKH�
pellagra down where the matches grow.

([WHUPLQDWLRQ��<HV��RI�FRXUVH�
%XW�LW�GRHVQ¶W�H[LVW��0\VHOI��PL[WXUH�NLWFKHQ�WKHDWUH�

+XUUDK�IRU�WKH�VWUHWFKHU�EHDUHUV�DUPHG�ZLWK�HFVWDWLF�FRQYRFDWLRQV��
7KH�OLH�LV�HFVWDV\�ħ�ZKDW�WUDQVFHQGV�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�RI�D�VHFRQG�ħ�WKHUH�
LV�QRWKLQJ�WKDW�WUDQVFHQGV�LW��,GLRWV�EURRG�WKH�FHQWXU\�ħ�LGLRWV�VWDUW�
VRPH�FHQWXULHV�DOO�RYHU�DJDLQ�ħ�LGLRWV�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�VDPH�FOXE�IRU�WHQ�
\HDUV�ħ�LGLRWV�SOD\�VHHĥVDZ�RQ�WKH�FORFNIDFH�IRU�WKH�VSDFH�RI�D�\HDU�ħ�,�
ĪLGLRWī�OHDYH�DIWHU�¿YH�PLQXWHV�

The pretension of the blood to pour through my body and my 
IDFWLWLRXVQHVV�WKH�UDQGRP�FRORU�RI�WKH�¿UVW�ZRPDQ�,�WRXFKHG�ZLWK�P\�
eyes in these tentacular times. The bitterest banditry is to complete a 
VHQWHQFH�RI�WKRXJKW��*UDPRSKRQH�EDQGLWU\�OLWWOH�DQWLĥKXPDQ�PLUDJH�
WKDW�,�OLNH�LQ�P\VHOI�EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�LW�DEVXUG�DQG�LQVXOWLQJ��%XW�WKH�
EDQNHUV� RI� ODQJXDJH� ZLOO� DOZD\V� JHW� WKHLU� OLWWOH� SHUFHQWDJH� RQ� WKH�



GLVFXVVLRQ��7KH�SUHVHQFH�RI�RQH�ER[HU� ĪDW� OHDVWī� LV� LQGLVSHQVDEOH� IRU�
WKH�ERXW�ħ�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�D�JDQJ�RI�GDGDLVW�DVVDVVLQV�KDYH�VLJQHG�D�
FRQWUDFW� FRYHULQJ� VHOIĥSURWHFWLRQ� IRU� RSHUDWLRQV� RI� WKLV� RUGHU��7KHLU�
QXPEHU�ZDV� YHU\� VPDOO�ħ� VLQFH� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI� RQH� VLQJHU� ĪIRU� WKH�
GXHWī��RI�RQH�VLJQDWRU\�ĪDW�OHDVWī�IRU�WKH�UHFHLSW��RI�RQH�H\H�ĪDW�OHDVWī�IRU�
VLJKW�ħ�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�LQGLVSHQVDEOH�

3XW�WKH�SKRWRJUDSKLF�SODWH�RI�WKH�IDFH�LQWR�WKH�DFLG�EDWK�
The disturbances that sensitized it will become visible and will 

amaze you.

*LYH�\RXUVHOI�D�SRNH�LQ�WKH�QRVH�DQG�GURS�GHDG�
dada



bitter 
love&Manifesto on feeble love

I

preamble = sardanapalus
one = valise
woman = women
pants = water
if = mustache
2 = three
cane = perhaps
after = decipher
irritating = emerald
vice = vise
october = periscope
nerve = !

or all this together in any arrangement at all whether savorous 
VRDS\�EUXVTXH�RU�GH¿QLWLYH�ħ�SLFNHG�DW�UDQGRP�ħ�LV�DOLYH�

So it is that above the vigilant mind of the clergyman set up at 
every animal vegetable imaginable or organic street corner, everything 
is equal to everything is without equal. Even if I didn’t believe it, it is 
WKH�WUXWK�MXVW�EHFDXVH�,�KDYH�VHW�LW�GRZQ�RQ�SDSHU�ħ

EHFDXVH� LW� LV� D� OLH� WKDW� ,� KDYH� 3,11('�'2:1� DV� \RX� SLQ� D�
EXWWHUÀ\� WR� \RXU� KDW��7KH� OLH�PRYHV� DERXW� JUHHWLQJ�0U��2SSRUWXQH�
DQG�0U��&RQYHQLHQW��,�VWRS�LW��LW�EHFRPHV�WUXWK�



$V�D� UHVXOW�'DGD�XQGHUWDNHV�SROLFH�GXW\�ZLWK�SHGDOV� DQG�PXWHG�
PRUDOLW\��(YHU\ERG\�ĪDW�VRPH�WLPH�RU�RWKHUī�ZDV�FRPSOHWH�LQ�PLQG�DQG�
ERG\��5HSHDW�WKLV����WLPHV�

I consider myself very charming

Tristan Tzara

II

A manifesto is a communication addressed to the whole world, 
in which there is no other pretension that the discovery of a means 
of curing instantly political, astronomical, artistic, parliamentary 
DJURQRPLF�DQG� OLWHUDU\� V\SKLOLV�� ,W�FDQ�EH�JHQWOH�� JRRGĥQDWXUHG�� LW� LV�
always right, it is strong, vigorous and logical.

A propos logic, I consider myself very charming.

Tristan Tzara

3ULGH�LV�WKH�VWDU�WKDW�\DZQV�DQG�SHQHWUDWHG�E\�ZD\�RI�WKH�H\HV�DQG�
WKH�PRXWK��LW�SUHVVHV�DQG�GLJV�RQ�LWV�EUHDVW�LV�ZULWWHQ��\RX�ZLOO�FURDN��
That is its only remedy. Who still believes in doctors? I prefer the poet 
ZKR�LV�D�IDUW�LQ�D�VWHDP�HQJLQH�ħ�KH�LV�JHQWOH�EXW�ZHHS�QRW�ħ�KH�LV�
SROLWH� DQG� VHPLĥSHGHUDVW�� DQG� VZLPV��7KH�ERWK�RI� WKHP�DUH�QR� VNLQ�
Rɱ�P\�DVV��QRQH�DW�DOO��,W�LV�DQ�DFFLGHQW�ĪZKLFK�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\ī�WKDW�
WKH�¿UVW�LV�*HUPDQ��WKH�VHFRQG�6SDQLVK��)DU�EH�LW�IURP�XV��SRVLWLYHO\��
WR�WKLQN�RI�GLVFRYHULQJ�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�SUREDELOLW\�RI�WKH�UDFHV�DQG�WKH�
perfected epistolary of bitterness.

III

0LVWDNHV� KDYH� DOZD\V� EHHQ� PDGH� EXW� WKH� JUHDWHVW� PLVWDNHV� DUH�
WKH�SRHPV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ��7KHUH� LV�EXW�RQH� MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�
chatter: rejuvenation and the maintenance of biblical traditions. 
&KDWWHU� LV� HQFRXUDJHG� E\� WKH� SRVWDO� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ� ZKLFK�� DODV��
is becoming perfected, encouraged by the tobacco monopoly, the 
UDLOURDG�FRPSDQLHV��WKH�KRVSLWDOV��WKH�XQGHUWDNLQJ�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV��WKH�
textile factories. Chatter is encouraged by family culture. Chatter is 



encouraged by the pope’s pence. Every drop of saliva that escapes from 
conversation is converted into gold. Since peoples have always needed 
GLYLQLWLHV�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH���HVVHQWLDO�ODZV�ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�ODZV�RI�*RG��
WR�HDW��PDNH�ORYH�DQG�VKLW��VLQFH�WKH�NLQJV�DUH�RXW�RI�WRZQ�DQG�WKH�ODZV�
are too hard, today it is only chatter that counts. The form in which it 
most frequently turns up is Dada.

7KHUH� DUH� SHRSOH� ĪMRXUQDOLVWV�� ODZ\HUV�� GLOHWWDQWHV�� SKLORVRSKHUVī�
ZKR�HYHQ�UHJDUG�WKH�RWKHU�IRUPV�ħ�EXVLQHVV��PDUULDJHV��YLVLWV��ZDUV��
YDULRXV� FRQJUHVVHV�� MRLQW� VWRFN� FRPSDQLHV�� SROLWLFV�� DFFLGHQWV�� GDQFH�
KDOOV��HFRQRPLF�FULVHV��HPRWLRQDO�FULVHV�ħ�DV�YDULDWLRQV�RI�GDGD��6LQFH�
,� DP�QRW�DQ� LPSHULDOLVW�� ,�GR�QRW� VKDUH� WKHLU�RSLQLRQ�ħ�,�SUHIHU� WR�
believe that dada is only a divinity of a secondary order, which must 
simply be placed beside the other forms of the new mechanism for 
interregnum religions. Is simplicity simple or dada?

I consider myself rather charming.

Tristan Tzara

IV

,V�SRHWU\�QHFHVVDU\"�,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�ZULWH�PRVW�YLROHQWO\�
against it unconsciously desire to endow it with a comfortable 
SHUIHFWLRQ��DQG�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�ULJKW�QRZ�ħ�WKH\�FDOO�WKLV�
K\JLHQLF�IXWXUH��7KH\�FRQWHPSODWH�WKH�DQQLKLODWLRQ�ĪDOZD\V�LPPLQHQWī�
of art. At this point they desire more artistic art. Hygiene becomes 
SXULW\�R*RG�R*RG�

0XVW�ZH�FHDVH�WR�EHOLHYH�LQ�ZRUGV"�6LQFH�ZKHQ�KDYH�WKH\�H[SUHVVHG�
WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�RUJDQ�HPLWWLQJ�WKHP�WKLQNV�DQG�ZDQWV"1

Here is the great secret:
7KH�WKRXJKW�LV�PDGH�LQ�WKH�PRXWK�
I still consider myself very charming.

Tristan Tzara

1 7KLQNV�ZDQWV�DQG�GHVLUHV�WR�WKLQN



A great Canadian philosopher has said: /H�SHQVpH�ĪWKRXJKWī�DQG�la 
SDVVp�ĪWKH�SDVWī�DUH�DOVR�YHU\�FKDUPLQJ�

V

A friend, who is too good a friend of mine not to be very intelligent 
said to me the other day:

the abrupt start
WKH�FKLURPDQFHU�,6�21/<�7+(

good morning
:$<�,1�:+,&+�21(�6$<6�JRRG�DIWHUQRRQ�:+,&+
'(3(1'6�21�7+(�)250�21(�+$6�*,9(1
72�RQH¶V�IRUJHWĥPHĥQRWV

one’s hair
I answered him:
<28�$5(�5,*+7�LGLRW�%(&$86(

prince
opposite

,�$0�&219,1&('�2)�7+(�WDUWDU
naturally WE ARE NOT
we hesitate
ULJKW��0\�QDPH�LV�7+(�27+(5
desirous of understanding
Since diversity is diverting, this game of golf gives the illusion of 

D�³FHUWDLQ´�GHSWK��,�PDLQWDLQ�DOO�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQV�ħ�WR�GR�DZD\�ZLWK�
them would be to create new ones, which would complicate life in a 
really disgusting way.

:H�ZRXOGQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZDV�FKLF�DQ\�PRUH��WR�ORYH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�
RI� WKH� ¿UVW� RU� VHFRQG�PDUULDJH��7KH� ³SLVWLO� RI� WKH� SLVWRO´� KDV� RIWHQ�
put us into strange and upsetting situations. Scramble the meanings 
ħ�VFUDPEOH�WKH�LGHDV�DQG�DOO�WKH�OLWWOH�WURSLFDO�UDLQV�RI�GHPRUDOL]DWLRQ��
GLVRUJDQL]DWLRQ�� GHVWUXFWLRQ� and UXFNXV will be safeguarded against 
lightning and recognized to be a public utility. One thing is certain: 
WRGD\�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�GDGDLVWV�QRZKHUH�EXW�LQ�WKH�$FDGpPLH�)UDQoDLVH��

Even so I consider myself very charming.

Tristan Tzara



VI

It seems there is such a thing as: more logical, very logical, too 
logical, less logical, not very logical, really logical, logical enough. Very 
well, then, draw the consequences.

ħ�'RQH�
Now recall to your memory the creatures you love best.
ħ�'RQH"
Tell me the number and I’ll tell you the lottery.

VII

A priori, that is with eyes closed, Dada places before action and 
above all: 'RXEW��'DGD doubts all. Dada’s an awl. All is Dada. Watch out 
for Dada.

$QWLĥ'DGDLVP�LV�D�GLVHDVH��VHOIĥNOHSWRPDQLD��WKH�QRUPDO�VWDWH�
of man is Dada.

But the true dadas are against Dada.

7KH�VHOIĥNOHSWRPDQLDF

7KH�PDQ�ZKR�VWHDOV�ħ�ZLWKRXW�WKLQNLQJ�RI�KLV�LQWHUHVW�RI�KLV�ZLOO�
ħ�HOHPHQWV�RI�KLV�LQGLYLGXDOLW\��LV�D�NOHSWRPDQLDF��+H�UREV�KLPVHOI��+H�
spirits away the characteristics that remove him from the community. 
7KH�ERXUJHRLV�UHVHPEOH�RQH�DQRWKHU�ħ�WKH\�DUH�DOO�DOLNH��7KH\�GLGQ¶W�
XVHG�WR�EH�DOLNH��7KH\�ZHUH�WDXJKW�WR�VWHDO�ħ�WKHIW�EHFDPH�D�IXQFWLRQ�
ħ� WKH�PRVW� FRQYHQLHQW� DQG� OHDVW� GDQJHURXV� LV� WR� URE�RQHVHOI��7KH\�
are all very poor. The poor are against DADA. They are very busy 
ZLWK� WKHLU� EUDLQV��7KH\�ZLOO� QHYHU� JHW� GRQH��7KH\�ZRUN��7KH\�ZRUN�
WKHPVHOYHV�ħ�WKH\�GHFHLYH�WKHPVHOYHV�ħ�WKH\�URE�WKHPVHOYHV�ħ�WKH\�
DUH�YHU\�SRRU��6R�SRRU��7KH�SRRU�ZRUN��7KH�SRRU�DUH�DJDLQVW�'$'$��
Anyone who is against DADA is with me, said a famous man, but he 
GLHG�LQVWDQWO\��+H�ZDV�EXULHG�OLNH�D�UHDO�GDGDLVW��$QQR�GRPLQL�'DGD��
7DNH�FDUH��$QG�UHPHPEHU�WKLV�H[DPSOH�



VIII

7R�PDNH�D�GDGDLVW�SRHP
7DNH�D�QHZVSDSHU�
7DNH�D�SDLU�RI�VFLVVRUV�
&KRRVH�DQ�DUWLFOH�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�DUH�SODQQLQJ�WR�PDNH�\RXU�SRHP�
Cut out the article.
7KHQ�FXW�RXW�HDFK�RI�WKH�ZRUGV�WKDW�PDNH�XS�WKLV�DUWLFOH�DQG�SXW�

them in a bag.
6KDNH�LW�JHQWO\�
7KHQ�WDNH�RXW�WKH�VFUDSV�RQH�DIWHU�WKH�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�RUGHU�LQ�ZKLFK�

they left the bag.
Copy conscientiously.
7KH�SRHP�ZLOO�EH�OLNH�\RX�
$QG� KHUH� \RX� DUH� D� ZULWHU�� LQ¿QLWHO\� RULJLQDO� DQG� HQGRZHG� ZLWK� D�

sensibility that is charming though beyond the understanding of the vulgar.

([DPSOH�

ZKHQ�WKH�GRJV�FURVV�WKH�DLU�LQ�D�GLDPRQG�OLNH�WKH�LGHDV�DQG�WKH�DSSHQGL[�RI�
WKH�PHQLQJHV�VKRZV�WKH�KRXU�RI�DZDNHQLQJ�SURJUDP�ĪWKH�WLWOH�LV�P\�RZQī

price they are yesterday agreeing afterwards paintings / appreciate 
the dream epoch of the eyes / pompously than recite the gospel mode 
GDUNHQV���JURXS�WKH�DSRWKHRVLV�LPDJLQH�KH�VDLG�IDWDOLW\�SRZHU�RI�FRORUV���
FXW�DUFKHV�ÀDEEHUJDVWHG�WKH�UHDOLW\�D�PDJLF�VSHOO���VSHFWDWRU�DOO�WR�HɱRUWV�
IURP�WKH�LW�LV�QR�ORQJHU����WR������GXULQJ�GLJUHVVLRQ�YROW�ULJKW�GLPLQLVKHV�
SUHVVXUH���UHQGHU�RI�PDGPHQ�WRSV\ĥWXUY\�ÀHVK�RQ�D�PRQVWURXV�FUXVKLQJ�
VFHQH���FHOHEUDWH�EXW�WKHLU�����DGHSWV�LQ�QRW�WR�WKH�SXW�LQ�P\�PRWKHUĥ
RIĥSHDUO���VXPSWXRXV�RI�ODQG�EDQDQDV�XSKHOG�LOOXPLQH���MR\�DVN�UHXQLWHG�
DOPRVW���RI�KDV�WKH�RQH�VR�PXFK�WKDW�WKH�LQYRNHG�YLVLRQV���RI�WKH�VLQJ�
this one laughs / destiny situation disappears described this one 25 
GDQFHV�VDOYDWLRQ���GLVVLPXODWHG�WKH�ZKROH�RI�LW�LV�QRW�ZDV���PDJQL¿FHQW�
the ascent to the gang better light of which sumptuousness scene me 
PXVLFĥKDOO���UHDSSHDUV�IROORZLQJ�LQVWDQW�VKDNHG�WR�OLYH���EXVLQHVV�WKDW�
there is not loaned / manner words come these people



,;

There are people who explain because there are no others who learn. 
Do away with them and nothing but dada will be left.

'LS�\RXU�SHQ�LQ�D�EODFN�OLTXLG�ZLWK�PDQLIHVW�LQWHQWLRQV�ħ�LW�LV�RQO\�
\RXU�DXWRELRJUDSK\�\RX�DUH�EURRGLQJ�EHQHDWK�WKH�EHOO\�RI�WKH�ÀRZHULQJ�
cerebellum.

%LRJUDSK\�LV�WKH�HTXLSDJH�RI�WKH�IDPRXV�PDQ��*UHDW�RU�VWURQJ��$QG�
WKHUH�\RX�DUH��D�VLPSOH�PDQ�OLNH�WKH�RWKHUV��DIWHU�GLSSLQJ�\RXU�SHQ�LQ�WKH�
LQN��IXOO�RI�

35(7(16,216
manifested in forms as diverse as they are unforeseen, applying 

themselves to every form of activity, state of mind and mimicry; There 
you are, full of 

$0%,7,216
to maintain yourself on the dial of life, in the spot which you have 

reached this very instant, to progress by an illusory and absurd ascent 
towards an apotheosis that exists only in your neurasthenia;

there you are, full of
35,'(
greater, stronger, more profound than any other.
0\� GHDU� FROOHDJXHV�� D� JUHDW� PDQ�� D� OLWWOH� VWURQJ�� ZHDN�� SURIRXQG��

VXSHU¿FLDO�PDQ��WKDW�LV�ZK\�\RX�ZLOO�DOO�FURDN�
7KHUH�DUH�PHQ�ZKR�KDYH�DQWHGDWHG�WKHLU�PDQLIHVWRHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�

SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�JUHDWQHVV�D�OLWWOH�DKHDG�
RI�WLPH��0\�GHDU�FROOHDJXHV��EHIRUH�DIWHU��SDVW�IXWXUH��QRZ�\HVWHUGD\�

WKDW�LV�ZK\�\RX�ZLOO�DOO�FURDN�
There are men who have said: dada is good because it isn’t bad, dada 

is bad, dada is a religion, dada is a type of poetry, dada is a spirit, dada is 
VFHSWLFDO��GDGD�LV�PDJLF��,�NQRZ�GDGD�

0\� GHDU� FROOHDJXHV�� JRRG� EDG�� UHOLJLRQ� SRHWU\�� VSLULW� VFHSWLFLVP��
GH¿QLWLRQ��GH¿QLWLRQ

WKDW�LV�ZK\�\RX�ZLOO�DOO�FURDN�
DQG�FURDN�\RX�ZLOO�,�VZHDU�LW�



7KH�JUHDW�P\VWHU\�LV�D�VHFUHW��EXW�LW�LV�NQRZQ�WR�D�IHZ�SHUVRQV��7KH\�
will never say what dada is. To distract you once more I will tell you 
something such as:

dada is the dictatorship of the spirit, or 
dada is the dictatorship of language,
RU�LI�\RX�OLNH
dada is the death of the spirit, 
which will please a good many of my friends.
friends.

;

,W�LV�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�VLQFH�*DPEHWWD��WKH�ZDU��3DQDPD�DQG�WKH�6WHLQKHLO�
case, intelligence is to be found in the streets. The intelligent man has 
EHFRPH� D� SHUIHFWO\� QRUPDO� W\SH��:KDW� ZH� QHHG�� ZKDW� RɱHUV� VRPH�
interest, what is rare because it presents the anomalies of a precious 
EHLQJ��WKH�IUHVKQHVV�DQG�WKH�IUHHGRP�RI�WKH�JUHDW�DQWLĥPHQ�LV

THE IDIOT

'DGD� LV� ZRUNLQJ� ZLWK� DOO� LWV� PLJKW� WR� LQWURGXFH� WKH� LGLRW�
everywhere. But consciously. And it is itself tending to become more 
and more idiotic.

Dada is terrible: it feels no pity for the defeats of the intelligence. 
'DGD�LV�PRUH�FRZDUGO\�WKDQ�RWKHUZLVH��EXW�FRZDUGO\�OLNH�D�PDG�GRJ��LW�
recognizes neither method nor persuasive excesses.

7KH�ODFN�RI�JDUWHUV�WKDW�PDNHV�LW�VWRRS�GRZQ�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�UHPLQGV�
XV�RI�WKH�IDPRXV�ODFN�RI�V\VWHP�ZKLFK�DFWXDOO\�QHYHU�H[LVWHG��7KH�IDOVH�
rumor was started by a laundress at the bottom of her page, the page 
was carried to the barbarous country where the hummingbirds are the 
sandwichmen of soothing nature.

7KLV�ZDV� WROG�PH�E\� D� FORFNPDNHU�KROGLQJ� LQ�KLV�KDQG� D� VXSSOH�
syringe which, in characteristic memory of the hot countries, he called 
phlegmatic and insinuating.



;,

'DGD�LV�D�GRJ�ħ�D�FRPSDVV�ħ�WKH�DEGRPLQDO�FOD\�ħ�QHLWKHU�QHZ�
QRU�D�-DSDQHVH�QXGH�ħ�D�JDV�PHWHU�RI�VHQWLPHQWV�UROOHG�LQWR�SHOOHWV�ħ�
'DGD�LV�EUXWDO�DQG�SXWV�RXW�QR�SURSDJDQGD�ħ�'DGD�LV�D�TXDQWLW\�RI�OLIH�
XQGHUJRLQJ�D�WUDQVSDUHQW�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�ERWK�HɱRUWOHVV�DQG�JLUDWRU\

;,,

ladies and gentlemen buy come in and buy and do not read you 
ZLOO�VHH�WKH�PDQ�ZKR�KROGV�LQ�KLV�KDQGV�WKH�NH\V�RI�QLDJDUD�WKH�PDQ�
who limps in a blimp with the hemisphere in a suitcase and his nose 
shut up in a japanese lantern and you will see you will see you will see 
the stomach dance in the massachusetts saloon the man who drives 
LQ�D�QDLO�DQG�WKH�WLUH�JRHV�ÀDW�WKH�VLON�VWRFNLQJV�RI�PLVV�DWODQWLV� WKH�
WUXQN�WKDW�FLUFXPQDYLJDWHV�WKH�JOREH���WLPHV�WR�UHDFK�WKH�DGGUHVVHH�
PRQVLHXU�DQG�KLV�¿DQFpH�DQG�KLV�VLVWHUĥLQĥODZ�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�WKH�DGGUHVV�
RI� WKH�FDUSHQWHU� WKH� IURJĥZDWFK�WKH�QHUYH�VKDSHG� OLNH�D�SDSHUFXWWHU�
you will learn the address of the minor pin for the feminine sex and 
WKH�DGGUHVV�RI� WKH�PDQ�ZKR�IXUQLVKHV�WKH�NLQJ�RI�JUHHFH�ZLWK�¿OWK\�
photographs and the address of the DFWLRQ�IUDQoDLVH�

;,,,

Dada is a virgin microbe
Dada is against the high cost of living
Dada
D�MRLQW�VWRFN�FRPSDQ\�IRU�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�LGHDV
'DGD�KDV�����GLɱHUHQW�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�FRORUV�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VH[�
 of the chairman
,W�WUDQVIRUPV�LWVHOI�ħ�DɷUPV�ħ�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�VD\V�WKH�RSSVLWH�ħ�
� LW�GRHVQ¶W�PDWWHU�ħ�VFUHDPV�ħ�JRHV�¿VKLQJ
Dada is the chameleon of rapid, interested change
Dada is against the future. Dada is dead.
Dada is idiotic. Hurrah for Dada. Dada is not a literary school roar

Tristan Tzara



;,9

7R�SDLQW�WKH�IDFH�RI�OLIH�LQ�WKH�SLQFHĥQH[�ħ�EODQNHW�RI�FDUHVVHV�ħ�
SDQRSO\�RI�EXWWHUÀLHV�ħ�EHKROG�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�FKDPEHUPDLGV�RI�OLIH�

7R� OLH� GRZQ� RQ� D� UD]RU� DQG� RQ� ÀHDV� LQ� KHDW�ħ� WR� WUDYHO� OLNH� D�
EDURPHWHU�ħ�WR�SLVV�OLNH�D�FDUWULGJH�ħ�WR�PDNH�EOXQGHUV��WR�EH�LGLRWLF��
WR�VKRZHU�ZLWK�KRO\�PLQXWHV�ħ�WR�EH�EHDWHQ��WR�EH�DOZD\V�ODVW�ħ�WR�
VKRXW�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�RWKHU�VD\V�ħ�WR�EH�WKH�HGLWRULDO�RɷFH�
DQG�EDWKURRP�RI�*RG�ZKR�HYHU\�GD\�WDNHV�D�EDWK�LQ�XV�LQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\�
RI�WKH�SULY\�HPSWLHU�ħ��WKDW�LV�WKH�OLIH�RI�GDGDLVWV�

7R�EH�LQWHOOLJHQW�ħ�WR�UHVSHFW�HYHU\ERG\�ħ�WR�GLH�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�
KRQRU�ħ�WR�VXEVFULEH�WR�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�ORDQ�ħ�WR�YRWH�IRU�6RDQGVR�
ħ�WR�UHVSHFW�QDWXUH�DQG�SDLQWLQJ�ħ�WR�ERR�DW�GDGD�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV��ħ�
WKDW�LV�WKH�OLIH�RI�PHQ�

'DGD�LV�QRW�D�GRFWULQH�WR�EH�SXW�LQWR�SUDFWLVH��'DGD�ħ�LI�LW¶V�D�OLH�
\RX�ZDQW�ħ�LV�D�SURVSHURXV�EXVLQHVV�YHQWXUH��ħ�'DGD�UXQV�XS�GHEWV�
DQG�ZLOO�QRW�VWLFN�WR�LWV�PDWWUHVV��*RG�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�XQLYHUVDO�ODQJXDJH��
WKDW� LV�ZK\�QR�RQH� WDNHV�KLP� VHULRXVO\��$� ODQJXDJH� LV� D�XWRSLD��*RG�
FDQ�DɱRUG�WR�EH�XQVXFFHVVIXO��VR�FDQ�'DGD��7KDW�LV�ZK\�WKH�FULWLFV�VD\��
'DGD�LV�D�OX[XU\�DUWLFOH�RU�'DGD�LV�LQ�KHDW��*RG�LV�D�OX[XU\�DUWLFOH�RU�
*RG�LV�LQ�KHDW��:KR�LV�ULJKW��*RG��'DGD��RU�WKH�FULWLF"

³<RX�GLJUHVV�´�VD\V�D�FKDUPLQJ�UHDGHU�

³1R�� QRW� DW� DOO�� ,� VLPSO\� ZDQWHG� WR� DUULYH� DW� WKLV� FRQFOXVLRQ��
subscribe to Dada, the only loan that brings in nothing.

;9,

roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar



 Supplement:

How I became
charming delightful
and delicious

,�VOHHS�YHU\�ODWH��,�FRPPLW�VXLFLGH���İ��0\�OLIH�LV�YHU\�FKHDS��IRU�
PH�LW� LV�RQO\���İ�RI� OLIH��0\�OLIH�FRQWDLQV���İ�RI� OLIH��,W� ODFNV�DUPV�
VWULQJV�D�IHZ�EXWWRQV���İ�LV�FRQVHFUDWHG�WR�D�VWDWH�RI�VHPLĥOXFLG�VWXSRU�
DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQHPLF�UkOHV��7KLV��İ�LV�FDOOHG�'DGD��6R�\RX�VHH�WKDW�
life is cheap. Death is a little more expensive. But life is charming and 
death is charming too.

A few days ago I attended a gathering of imbeciles. There were 
lots of people. Everybody was charming. Tristan Tzara, a small, idiotic 
DQG�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�LQGLYLGXDO��GHOLYHUHG�D�OHFWXUH�RQ�WKH�DUW�RI�EHFRPLQJ�
charming. And incidentally, he was charming. And witty. Isn’t that 
delicious? Incidentally, everybody is delicious. 9 below zero. Isn’t that 
FKDUPLQJ"�1R��LW¶V�QRW�FKDUPLQJ��*RG�FDQ¶W�PDNH�WKH�JUDGH��+H�LVQ¶W�
HYHQ�LQ�WKH�SKRQH�ERRN��%XW�KH¶V�FKDUPLQJ�MXVW�WKH�VDPH�

roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
roar roar roar roar roar roar roar
Who still considers himself very charming.

Tristan Tzara



Colonial syllogism

No one can escape from destiny
No one can escape from DADA

Only DADA can enable you to escape from destiny.

<RX�RZH�PH���������IUDQFV�

1R�PRUH�GUXQNDUGV�
1R�PRUH�DHURSODQHV�
1R�PRUH�YLJRU�
1R�PRUH�XULQDU\�SDVVDJHV�
1R�PRUH�HQLJPDV�

Ambassadors, poets, counts, princes, musicians, journalists, actors, 
ZULWHUV�� GLSORPDWV�� GLUHFWRUV�� GUHVVPDNHUV�� VRFLDOLVWV�� SULQFHVVHV� DQG�
EDURQHVVHV�ħ� DOO� FKDUPLQJ��$OO� RI� \RX� DUH� FKDUPLQJ�� XWWHUO\� VXEWOH��
witty, and delicious.

Tristan Tzara says to you: he would be quite willing to do something 
HOVH��EXW�KH�SUHIHUV�WR�UHPDLQ�DQ�LGLRW��D�FORZQ�DQG�D�IDNHU�

Be sincere for an instant: Is what I have just told you charming or idiotic?

7KHUH� DUH� SHRSOH� ĪMRXUQDOLVWV�� ODZ\HUV�� GLOHWWDQWHV�� SKLORVRSKHUVī�
ZKR�HYHQ�UHJDUG�WKH�RWKHU�IRUPV�ħ�EXVLQHVV��PDUULDJHV��YLVLWV��ZDUV��
YDULRXV� FRQJUHVVHV�� MRLQW� VWRFN� FRPSDQLHV�� SROLWLFV�� DFFLGHQWV�� GDQFH�
KDOOV��HFRQRPLF�FULVHV��HPRWLRQDO�FULVHV�ħ�DV�YDULDWLRQV�RI�GDGD��6LQFH�
,�DP�QRW�DQ�LPSHULDOLVW��,�GR�QRW�VKDUH�LQ�WKHLU�RSLQLRQ�ħ�,�SUHIHU�WR�
believe that dada is only a divinity of a secondary order, which must 
simply be placed beside the other forms of the new mechanism for 
interregnum religions.

Is simplicity simple or dada?
I consider myself quite charming

Tristan Tzara



André
Breton
���)RU�'DGD

���7ZR�'DGD�0DQLIHVWRV

���$IWHU�'DGD



ForDada
It is impossible for me to conceive of a joy of the spirit otherwise 

than as a breath of air. How can it be at its ease within the limits 
LPSRVHG�RQ�LW�E\�DOPRVW�DOO�ERRNV��DOPRVW�DOO�HYHQWV"�,�GRXEW�LI�WKHUH�LV�
a single man who has not been tempted, at least once in his life, to deny 
the existence of the outward world. Then he perceives that nothing is 
VR�LPSRUWDQW��VR�GH¿QLWLYH��+H�SURFHHGV�WR�D�UHYLVLRQ�RI�PRUDO�YDOXHV��
which does not prevent him from returning afterward to the common 
law. Those who have paid with a permanent unrest for this marvelous 
PLQXWH�RI�OXFLGLW\�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�FDOOHG�SRHWV��/DXWUpDPRQW��5LPEDXG��
but to tell the truth, literary childishness ended with them.

When will the arbitrary be granted the place it deserves in the 
IRUPDWLRQ� RI� ZRUNV� DQG� LGHDV"� :KDW� WRXFKHV� XV� LV� JHQHUDOO\� OHVV�
intentional than we believe. A happy formula, a sensational discovery 
PDNH� WKHLU� DSSHDUDQFH� LQ� WKH�PRVW�PLVHUDEOH� IRUP��$OPRVW�QRWKLQJ�
attains its goal, although here and there something overshoots it. And 
the history of these gropings, psychological literature, is not in the 
least instructive. In spite of its pretensions, a novel has never proved 
DQ\WKLQJ��7KH�PRVW�IDPRXV�H[DPSOHV�DUH�QRW�HYHQ�ZRUWK�ORRNLQJ�DW��
7KH� XWPRVW� LQGLɱHUHQFH� LV� LQ� RUGHU�� ,QFDSDEOH� RI� HPEUDFLQJ� DW� RQH�
time the whole extent of a painting, or of a misfortune, where do we 
derive the right to judge?

,I�\RXWK�DWWDFNV�FRQYHQWLRQV��ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�ULGLFXOH�LW��ZKR�NQRZV�
ZKHWKHU�UHÀHFWLRQ�LV�D�JRRG�FRXQVHORU"�(YHU\ZKHUH�,�KHDU�LQQRFHQFH�
praised and I observe that it is tolerated only in its passive form. This 
FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�ZRXOG� VXɷFH� WR�PDNH�PH� VNHSWLFDO��7R� FRQGHPQ� WKH�
subversive is to condemn everything that is not absolutely resigned. 
,Q�WKLV�,�¿QG�QR�YDORU��5HYROWV�H[KDXVW�WKHPVHOYHV��WKHVH�ROG�OLWXUJLFDO�
sayings are not needed to dispel the storm.



6XFK� FRQVLGHUDWLRQV� VWULNH� PH� DV� VXSHUÀXRXV�� ,� VSHDN� IRU� WKH�
pleasure of compromising myself. Appeals to the questionable modes 
of discourse should be forbidden. The most convinced authoritarian 
LV�QRW�WKH�RQH�\RX�WKLQN��,�VWLOO�KHVLWDWH�WR�VSHDN�RI�ZKDW�,�NQRZ�EHVW�

The sentimentality of the poets of today is a subject on which we 
should come to an agreement. From the concert of imprecations so 
pleasurable to them rises from time to time to their delight a voice 
SURFODLPLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QR�KHDUW��$�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZKR�DW�WZHQW\ĥWKUHH�
KDG�VZHSW� WKH�XQLYHUVH�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�EHDXWLIXO� ORRN�,�NQRZ�RI��KDV�
UDWKHU�P\VWHULRXVO\�WDNHQ�OHDYH�RI�XV��,W�LV�HDV\�IRU�WKH�FULWLFV�WR�FODLP�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�ERUHG��-DFTXHV�9DFKp�ZDV�QR�WKH�PDQ�WR�OHDYH�D�WHVWDPHQW��
I can still see him smile as he uttered these words: last will. We are not 
SHVVLPLVWV��7KH�PDQ�ZKR�ZDV�SDLQWHG�VWUHWFKHG�RXW�LQ�D�GHFN�FKDLU��VR�
YHU\�¿Q�GH�VLqFOH�OHVW�KH�GLVWXUE�WKH�FROOHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�SV\FKRORJLVWV��
was the least weary, the most subtle of us all. Sometimes I see him; in 
WKH�VWUHHWFDU�D�SDVVHQJHU�SRLQWV�RXW�WR�SURYLQFLDO�UHODWLYHV�³ERXOHYDUG�
6DLQWĥ0LFKHO��WKH�VFKRRO�TXDUWHU´��WKH�ZLQGRZSDQH�ZLQNV�FRPSOLFLW\�

We are reproached for not constantly confessing. Jacque Vaché’s 
JRRG�IRUWXQH�LV�WR�KDYH�SURGXFHG�QRWKLQJ��+H�DOZD\V�NLFNHG�DVLGH�WKH�
ZRUN�RI�DUW�� WKDW�EDOO�DQG�FKDLQ�WKDW�KROG�EDFN�WKH�VRXO�DIWHU�GHDWK��
At the very moment when Tristan Tzara was sending out a decisive 

'LPDQFKH�Ĩ�3KLOLSSH�6RXSDXOW

/·DYLRQ�WLVVH�OHV�ÀOV�WpOpJUDSKLTXHV
et la source chante la même chanson

$X�UHQGH]ĦYRXV�GHV�FRFKHUV�O·DSpULWLI�HVW�RUDQJp
PDLV�OHV�PpFDQLFLHQV�GHV�ORFRPRWLYHV�RQW�OHV�\HX[�EODQFV

/D�GDPH�D�SHUGX�VRQ�VRXULUH�GDQV�OHV�ERLV

6XQGD\�Ĩ�3KLOLSSH�6RXSDXOW

The airplane weaves telegraph wires
and the well sings the same song

$W�WKH�FRDFKPHQ·V�EDU�WKH�DSpULWLI�LV�WLQJHG�ZLWK�RUDQJH
but the engine drivers have white eyes

The lady has lost her smile in the woods



1 Tristan Tzara

³7KH�GDZQ�IDOOHQ�OLNH�D�VKRZHUEDWK��7KH�FRUQHUV�RI�WKH�URRP�DUH�GLVWDQW�DQG�
VROLG��:KLWH�EDFNJURXQG��5RXQG�WULS�ZLWKRXW�PL[WXUH�LQ�WKH�VKDGH��2XWVLGH�DQ�
DOOH\�ZLWK�GLUW\�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�HPSW\�VDFNV�WKDW�WHOOV�WKH�ZKROH�VWRU\��3DULV�E\�3DULV��
,�GLVFRYHU��0RQH\��WKH�URDG��WKH�MRXUQH\�ZLWK�UHG�H\HV�DQG�OXPLQRXV�IRUHKHDG��
The day exists that I may learn to live, time. Forms of error. Big to act will become 
QDNHG�VLFN�KRQH\��EDGO\�JDPH�DOUHDG\�V\UXS��GURZQHG�KHDG��ODVVLWXGH�

7KRXJKW�RI�OLWWOH�KDSSLQHVV��ROG�ÀRZHU�RI�PRXUQLQJ��ZLWKRXW�VFHQW��,�KROG�\RX�
LQ�P\�WZR�KDQGV��0\�KHDG�KDV�WKH�VKDSH�RI�D�WKRXJKW�´�

ħ�3DXO�(OXDUG

SURFODPDWLRQ�IURP�=XULFK��-DFTXHV�9DFKp�ZLWKRXW�NQRZLQJ�LW��YHUL¿HG�
LWV�SULQFLSDO�DUWLFOHV��³3KLORVRSK\�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��IURP�ZKDW�VLGH�VKDOO�
ZH�EHJLQ�WR�UHJDUG�OLIH��*RG��WKH�LGHD��RU�RWKHU�DSSHDUDQFHV��(YHU\WKLQJ�
ZH� ORRN� DW� LV� IDOVH�� ,� GRQ¶W� WKLQN� WKH� UHODWLYH� UHVXOW� LV� DQ\� PRUH�
LPSRUWDQW� WKDQ� WKH� FKRLFH� EHWZHHQ� FDNH� DQG� FKHUULHV� DIWHU� GLQQHU�´�
*LYHQ�D�VSLULWXDO�SKHQRPHQRQ��ZH�DUH�LQ�D�KXUU\�WR�VHH�LW�UHSURGXFHG�LQ�
WKH�GRPDLQ�RI�PDQQHUV��³*LYH�XV�JHVWXUHV�´�SHRSOH�VKRXW�DW�XV��%XW��DV�
$QGUp�*LGH�ZLOO�DJUHH��³PHDVXUHG�E\�WKH�VFDOH�RI�(WHUQLW\��DOO�DFWLRQ�LV�
YDLQ�´1 DQG�ZH�UHJDUG�WKH�HɱRUW�UHTXLUHG�DV�D�SXHULOH�VDFUL¿FH��,�GR�QRW�
place myself only in time. The red waistcoat of an epoch instead of its 
profound thought, there unfortunately is what everyone understands.

The obscurity of our utterances is constant. The riddle of meaning 
VKRXOG�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�FKLOGUHQ��7R�UHDG�D�ERRN�LQ�RUGHU�WR�NQRZ�
GHQRWHV� D� FHUWDLQ� VLPSOLFLW\��7KH� OLWWOH� WKDW� WKH�PRVW� UHSXWHG�ZRUNV�
WHDFK�XV�DERXW�WKHLU�DXWKRU�DQG�WKHLU�UHDGHU�RXJKW�YHU\�TXLFNO\�WR�GHFLGH�
us against this experiment. It is the thesis and not the expression that 
GLVDSSRLQWV� XV�� ,� UHVHQW� SDVVLQJ� WKURXJK� WKHVH� LOOĥOLJKWHG� VHQWHQFHV��
UHFHLYLQJ�WKHVH�FRQ¿GHQFHV�ZLWKRXW�REMHFW��VXɱHULQJ�DW�HYHU\�PRPHQW��
WKURXJK�WKH�IDXOW�RI�D�FKDWWHUER[��D�VHQVDWLRQ�RI�³,�NQHZ�WKDW�EHIRUH�´�
The poets who have recognized this lost hope and run away from the 
LQWHOOLJLEOH��WKH\�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHLU�ZRUN�FDQ�JDLQ�QRWKLQJ�E\�LW��2QH�FDQ�
love a mad woman more than any other.



,W� LV� D�PLVWDNH� WR� DVVLPLODWH�'DGD� WR� D� VXEMHFWLYLVP��1RQH�RI� WKRVH�
ZKR�DFFHSW�WKLV� ODEHO�WRGD\�LV�DLPLQJ�DW�KHUPHWLFLVP��³7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�
LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH�´� VDLG� /DXWUpDPRQW�� ,I� ,� DFFHSW� WKH� RSLQLRQ� RI� 3DXO�
9DOpU\�� ³7KH� KXPDQ� VSLULW� VHHPV� WR� PH� VR� FRQVWLWXWHG� WKDW� LW� FDQ� EH�
LQFRKHUHQW�RQO\�IRU�LWVHOI�´�,�IXUWKHU�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�FDQQRW�EH�LQFRKHUHQW�
for others. I do not for this reason believe in the extraordinary encounter 
of two individuals, nor of one individual with the one he has ceased to be, 
but only in a series of acceptable misunderstandings in addition to a small 
number of commonplaces.

� 7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�WDON�RI�D�V\VWHPDWLF�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQFRQVFLRXV��
It is no novelty for poets to abandon themselves to the inclination of their 
VSLULW��7KH�ZRUG�LQVSLUDWLRQ��IDOOHQ�,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZK\�LQWR�GLVXVH��ZDV�TXLWH�
DFFHSWDEOH�D�VKRUW�WLPH�DJR��$OPRVW�DOO�LPDJHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��VWULNH�PH�DV�
VSRQWDQHRXV�FUHDWLRQV��*XLOODXPH�$SROOLQDLUH�ULJKWO\�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�FOLFKpV�
VXFK�DV�³FRUDO�OLSV´�ZKRVH�VXFFHVV�PD\�SDVV�IRU�D�FULWHULRQ�RI�YDOXH��ZHUH�WKH�
SURGXFW�RI�WKLV�DFWLYLW\�ZKLFK�TXDOL¿HG�DV�surrealist. Words themselves have 
GRXEWOHVV�QR�RWKHU�RULJLQ��+H�ZHQW�VR�IDU�DV�WR�PDNH�WKLV�SULQFLSOH��WKDW�
RQH�PXVW�QHYHU�DEDQGRQ�D�IRUPHU�LQYHQWLRQ��WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWH�IRU�VFLHQWL¿F�
GHYHORSPHQW��IRU�³SURJUHVV�´�VR�WR�VSHDN��7KH�LGHD�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�OHJ��ORVW�
in the wheel, reappeared only by chance in the connecting rod of the 
ORFRPRWLYH��/LNHZLVH�LQ�SRHWU\��WKH�%LEOLFDO�WRQH�LV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�UHDSSHDU��
I should be tempted to explain this last phenomenon by the minimum 
intervention or nonintervention of the personality of choice in the new 
writing techniques. 

� :KDW� WKUHDWHQV� WR� LQMXUH�'DGD�PRVW� HɱHFWLYHO\� LQ� WKH� JHQHUDO�
HVWLPDWLRQ�LV�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�LW�E\�WZR�RU�WKUHH�SVHXGRĥVFLHQWLVWV��8S�
until now, it has been regarded most of all as the application of a system that 
LV�HQMR\LQJ�D�JUHDW�FRJXH�LQ�SV\FKLDWU\��WKH�³SV\FKRĥDQDO\VLV´�RI�)UHXG��DQ�
application planned incidentally by the present author. One very confused 
DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�PDOLJQDQW�ZULWHU�HYHQ�VHHPV�WR�DOOHJH�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�SUR¿W�
by the psychoanalytic treatment if we could be subjected to it. It goes 
ZLWKRXW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�DQDORJ\�EHWZHHQ�FXELVW�RU�GDGDLVW�ZRUNV�DQG�WKH�
HOXFXEUDWLRQV�RI�PDGPHQ�LV�HQWLUHO\�VXSHU¿FLDO��EXW�LW�LV�QRW�\HW�UHFRJQL]HG�
WKDW� RXU� VXSSRVHG� ³ODFN� RI� ORJLF´� GLVSHQVHV� XV�ZLWK� DFFHSWLQJ� D� XQLTXH�
FKRLFH��WKDW�³FOHDU´�ODQJXDJH�KDV�WKH�GLVDGYDQWDJH�RI�EHLQJ�HOOLSWLFDO��¿QDOO\�
WKDW�RQO\�WKH�ZRUNV�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�FDQ�UHYHDO�WKH�PHWKRGV�RI�WKHLU�DXWKRUV�
DQG�FRQVHTXHQWO\�JLYH�FULWLFLVP�WKH�UDLVRQ�G¶rWUH�LW�KDV�DOZD\V�ODFNHG�



$X�O\FpH�GHV�SHQVpHV�LQÀQLHV
Du monde le plus beau
$UFKLWHFWXUHV�K\PpQRSWqUHV
-·pFULUDLV�GHV�OLYUHV�G ·XQH�WHQGUHVVH�IROOH
6L�WX�pWDLV�HQFRUH
'DQV�FH�URPDQ�FRPSRVp
En haut des marches
� � � Ĩ�)UDQFLV�3LFDELD

$W�WKH��VFKRRO�RI�LQÀQLWH�WKRXJKWV
Of the most beautiful world
Hymenopterous buildings
,�VKRXOG�ZULWH�ERRNV�IXOO�RI�PDG�WHQGHUQHVV
If you were still in that novel
Composed at the head of the stairs
� � � Ĩ�)UDQFLV�3LFDELD

Anyway, all this is so relative that for every ten persons who accuse 
XV�RI�ODFNLQJ�ORJLF�WKHUH�LV�RQH�ZKR�UHSURDFKHV�XV�ZLWK�WKH�RSSRVLWH�
H[FHVV�� 0�� -�ĥ+�� 5RVQ\�� FRPPHQWLQJ� RQ� WKH� GHFODUDWLRQ� RI� 7ULVWDQ�
7]DUD��³,Q�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�FDPSDLJQV�DJDLQVW�DOO�GRJPDWLVP�DQG�RXW�RI�
irony toward the creation of literary schools,  Dada became the Dada 
PRYHPHQW�´�UHPDUNV��³7KXV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�'DGDLVP�LV�UHSUHVHQWHG�
not as the foundation of a new school but as the repudiation of all 
schools. There is nothing absurd about such a point of view; quite on 
WKH�FRQWUDU\��LW�LV�ORJLFDO��LW�LV�HYHQ�WRR�ORJLFDO�´

� 1R�HɱRUW�KDV�\HW�EHHQ�PDGH�WR�JLYH�'DGD�FUHGLW�IRU�LWV�GHVLUH�
not to pass for a school. Everyone continues to insist on such words as 
group, squad leader, discipline. They go so far as to claim that under 
color of exalting the individuality, Dada constitutes a danger to it, 
ZLWKRXW�SDXVLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKDW�LW�LV�PRVW�RI�DOO�RXU�GLɱHUHQFHV�WKDW�ELQG�
us together. Our common exception to the artistic or moral rule gives 
us only an ephemeral satisfaction. We are well aware that over and 
DERYH�WKLV��DQ�LUUHSUHVVLEOH�SHUVRQDO�LPDJLQDWLRQ��PRUH�³GDGD´�WKDQ�WKH�
PRYHPHQWV��ZLOO�KDYH�IUHH�UHLJQ��0��-�ĥ(��%ODQFKH�PDGH�WKLV�FOHDU�ZKHQ�
KH�ZURWH��³'DGD�ZLOO�VXUYLYH�RQO\�E\�FHDVLQJ�WR�EH�´



7LUHURQVĦQRLV�DX�VRUW�OH�QRP�GH�OD�YLFWLPH
/·DJUHVVLRQ�QRHXG�FRXODQW

&HOXL�TXL�SDUODLW�WUpSDVVH
/H�PHXUWLHU�VH�UHOqYH�HW�GLW

Suicide
)LQ�GX�PRQGH

(QURXOHPHQW�GHV�GUDSHDX[�FRTXLOODJHV�
� � � Ĩ�/RXLV�$UDJRQ

Shall we draw the victim’s name out of a hat
$JJUHVVLRQ�VOLS�NQRW

7KH�RQH�ZKR�ZDV�WDONLQJ�SHULVKHV
The murderer rises and says

Suicide
End of the world

5ROOLQJ�RI�VKHOOĦÀVK�ÁDJV�
� � � Ĩ�/RXLV�$UDJRQ

7KH�'DGDLVWV�KDYH�IURP�WKH�VWDUW�WDNHQ�FDUH�WR�VWDWH�WKDW�WKH\�ZDQW�
nothing. In other words. There’s nothing to wrory about, the instinct 
RI� VHOIĥSUHVHUYDWLRQ�DOZD\V�ZLQV�RXW��:KHQ��DIWHU� WKH� UHDGLQJ�RI� WKH�
PDQLIHVWR�� ³1R�PRUH�SDLQWV��QR�PRUH�ZULWHUV��QR�PRUH� UHOLJLRQV��QR�
more royalists, no more anarchists, no more socialists, no more police, 
HWF��´�VRPHRQH�QDLYHO\�DVNHG�XV�LI�ZH�³DOORZHG�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�H[LVWHQFH´�
RI�PDQ��ZH�VPLOHG��E\�QR�PHDQV�UHVROYHG�WR�GR�*RG¶V�ZRUN��$UH�ZH�
not the last to forget that there are limits to understanding? If I am 
VR� SOHDVHG� E\� WKHVH� ZRUGV� RI� *HRUJHV� 5LEHPRQWĥ'HVVDLJQHV�� LW� LV�
EHFDXVH�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH\�FRQVWLWXWH�DQ�DFW�RI�H[WUHPH�KXPLOLW\��³:KDW�
LV�µEHDXWLIXO¶"�:KDW�LV�µXJO\¶"�:KDW�DUH�µELJ�¶�µVWURQJ�¶�µZHDN¶"�:KDW�DUH�
&DUSHQWLHU��5HQDQ��)RFK"�'RQ¶W�NQRZ��:KDW� LV�P\VHOI"�'RQ¶W�NQRZ��
'RQ¶W�NQRZ��GRQ¶W�NQRZ��GRQ¶W�NQRZ�´



DadaManifestos
Two

I.

The historical anecdote is of secondary importance. It is impossible 
WR�NQRZ�ZKHUH�DQG�ZKHQ�'$'$�ZDV�ERUQ��7KLV�QDPH�ZKLFK�RQH�RI�XV�
was pleased to give it has the advantage of being perfectly equivocal.

Cubism was a school of painting, futurism a political movement: 
DADA is a state of mind. To oppose one to the other reveals ignorance 
or bad faith.

)UHHĥWKLQNLQJ�LQ�UHOLJLRQ�KDV�QR�UHVHPEODQFH�WR�D�FKXUFK��'$'$�
LV�DUWLVWLF�IUHHĥWKLQNLQJ�

As long as the schools go in for prayers in the form of explanation 
RI� WH[WV� DQG� ZDONV� LQ� PXVHXPV�� ZH� VKDOO� FU\� GHVSRWLVP� DQG� WU\� WR�
disrupt the ceremony.

'$'$�JLYHV� LWVHOI� WR�QRWKLQJ��QHLWKHU� WR� ORYH�QRU� WR�ZRUN�� ,W� LV�
inadmissible that a man should leave any trace of his passage on earth.

DADA, recognizing only instinct, condemns explanation D�SULRUL��
According to DADA, we must retain no control over ourselves. We 
must cease to consider these dogmas: morality and taste.

II.

:H� UHDG� WKH� QHZVSDSHU� OLNH� RWKHU�PRUWDOV��:LWKRXW� ZLVKLQJ� WR�
PDNH�DQ\RQH�XQKDSS\��ZH� IHHO� HQWLWOHG� WR� VD\� WKDW� WKH�ZRUG�'$'$�
lends itself readily to puns. To tell the truth, that is in part why we 



have adopted it. We are incapable of treating seriously any subject 
whatsoever, let alone this subject: ourselves. Everything we write about 
DADA is therefore for our pleasure. There is no petty news item for 
which we would not give the whole of art criticism. Finally, the wartime 
SUHVV�GLG�QRW�SUHYHQW�XV�IURP�UHJDUGLQJ�0DUVKDO�)RFK�DV�D�IDNHU�DQG�
3UHVLGHQW�:LOVRQ�DV�DQ�LGLRW�

:H� DVN� QRWKLQJ� EHWWHU� WKDQ� WR� EH� MXGJHG� E\� DSSHDUDQFHV�� ,W� LV�
rumored everywhere that I wear spectacles. If I told you why, you’d 
QHYHU�EHOLHYH�PH��,W�LV�LQ�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�D�JUDPPDU�H[DPSOH��³1RVHV�
ZHUH� PDGH� WR� KROG� XS� VSHFWDFOHV�� DFFRUGLQJO\�� ,� KDYH� VSHFWDFOHV�´�
:KDW¶V�WKDW�\RX�VD\"�$K��\HV��7KDW�GRHVQ¶W�PDNH�XV�DQ\�\RXQJHU�

3LHUUH�LV�D�PDQ��%XW�WKHUH�LV�QR�'$'$�WUXWK��2QH�QHHG�RQO\�XWWHU�
a statement for the opposite statement to become DADA. I have 
VHHQ�7ULVWDQ�7]DUD�ZLWKRXW�ZRUGV� WR� DVN� IRU� D�ER[�RI� FLJDUHWWHV� LQ� D�
WREDFFR�VWRUH��,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZDV�WKH�PDWWHU�ZLWK�KLP��,�FDQ�VWLOO�
KHDU�3KLOLSSH�6RXSDXOW�DVNLQJ�LQVLVWHQWO\�IRU�OLYH�ELUG�LQ�SDLQW�VWRUHV��
3HUKDSV�,�P\VHOI�DP�DW�WKLV�LQVWDQW�GUHDPLQJ��

A red host is after all as good as a white host. DADA doesn’t promise 
WR�PDNH� \RX� JR� WR�KHDYHQ�� ,W�ZRXOG�EH� DEVXUG��a priori, to expect a 
'$'$�PDVWHUSLHFH� LQ� WKH� ¿HOGV� RI� OLWHUDWXUH� DQG� SDLQWLQJ��1RU�� RI�
course, do we believe in the possibility of any social betterment, even 
though we hate conservatism above all things and declare ourselves 
WKH�SDUWLVDQV�RI�DQ\�UHYROXWLRQ�ZKDWVRHYHU��³3HDFH�DW�DQ\�SULFH´�LV�WKH�
slogan of DADA in time of war, while in time of peace the slogan of 
'$'$�LV��³:DU�DW�DQ\�SULFH�´

The contradiction is still only an appearance, and doubtless of the 
PRVW�ÀDWWHULQJ�VRUW��,�VSHDN�DQG�,�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�VD\��,�¿QG�QRW�WKH�
slightest ambition in myself: and yet it seems to you that I am animated: 
KRZ�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�P\�ULJKW�ÀDQN�LV�WKH�VKDGRZ�RI�P\�
OHIW�ÀDQN�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�PH�XWWHUO\�LQFDSDEOH�RI�PRYLQJ"�,Q�WKH�PRVW�
JHQHUDO�VHQVH�RI�WKH�ZRUG�ZH�SDVV�IRU�SRHWV�EHFDXVH�ZH�DWWDFN�ODQJXDJH�
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ZRUVW�RI�FRQYHQWLRQV��2QH�PD\�YHU\�ZHOO�NQRZ�WKH�ZRUG�
+HOOR�DQG�VD\�*RRGE\H�WR�WKH�ZRPDQ�RQH�PHHWV�DIWHU�D�\HDU¶V�DEVHQFH�



,Q�FRQFOXVLRQ��,�ZLVK�RQO\�WR�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�REMHFWLRQV�RI�D�
SUDJPDWLF�RUGHU��'$'$�DWWDFNV�\RX�ZLWK�\RXU�RZQ�LGHD��,I�ZH�UHGXFH�
you to maintaining that it is more advantageous to believe than not to 
believe what is taught by all religions of beauty, love, truth and justice, 
it is because you are not afraid to put yourself at the mercy of DADA 
by accepting an encounter with us on the terrain that we have chosen, 
which is doubt. 



After
Dada
0\�IULHQGV�3KLOLSSH�6RXSDXOW�DQG�3DXO�(OXDUG�ZLOO�QRW�FRQWUDGLFW�

PH�LI�,�VD\�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�QHYHU�UHJDUGHG�³'DGD´�DV�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�D�URXJK�
LPDJH�RI�D�VWDWH�RI�PLQG�WKDW�LW�E\�QR�PHDQV�KHOSHG�WR�FUHDWH��,I��OLNH�
me, they come to reject its label and to note the abuse of which they are 
WKH�YLFWLPV��SHUKDSV�WKLV�LQLWLDO�SULQFLSOH�ZLOO�EH�VDYHG��0HDQZKLOH�WKH\�
will pardon me if, in order to avoid any misunderstanding, I inform 
WKH�UHDGHUV�RI�&RPPRHGLD�WKDW�0��7]DUD�KDG�QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�
LQYHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUG�³'DGD�´�DV�LV�VKRZQ�E\�WKH�OHWWHUV�RI�6FKDG�DQG�
+XHOVHQEHFN��KLV�FRPSDQLRQV� LQ�=XULFK�GXULQJ� WKH�ZDU��ZKLFK�,�DP�
prepared to publish, and that he probably had very little to do with 
the writing of the 'DGD�0DQLIHVWR�RI����� which was the basis of the 
reception and credit we accorded him.

The paternity of this manifesto is in any case, formally claimed, by 
0D[�6HUQHU�ĪVLFī��GRFWRU�RI�SKLORVRSK\��ZKR�OLYHV�LQ�*HQHYD�DQG�ZKRVH�
PDQLIHVWRV�ZULWWHQ� LQ�*HUPDQ�EHIRUH� �����KDYH�QRW�EHHQ� WUDQVODWHG�
LQWR�)UHQFK��0RUHRYHU�LW�LV�NQRZQ�WKDW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�IRUPXODWHG�E\�
)UDQFLV�3LFDELD�DQG�0DUFHO�'XFKDPS��HYHQ�EHIRUH�WKH�ZDU��SOXV�WKRVH�
IRUPXODWHG� E\� -DFTXHV�9DFKp� LQ� ������ ZRXOG� KDYH� EHHQ� VXɷFLHQW� WR�
JXLGH�XV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�PDQLIHVWR��8S�WR�QRZ��LW�KDV�VHHPHG�GLVWDVWHIXO�WR�
PH�WR�GHQRXQFH�WKH�EDG�IDLWK�RI�0��7]DUD�DQG�,�KDYH�DOORZHG�KLP�WR�JR�
on using with impunity the papers of those whom he robbed. But now 
WKDW�KH�KDV�GHFLGHG�WR�H[SORLW�WKLV�ODVW�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�WDONHG�DERXW��
E\�ZURQJIXOO\� DWWDFNLQJ� RQH� RI� WKH�PRVW� GLVLQWHUHVWHG� XQGHUWDNLQJV�
ever put under way,1 I am not reluctant to silence him.

1 7KH�&RQJUHVV�RI�3DULV�īIRU�WKH�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�GHIHQVH�RI�WKH�
PRGHUQ�VSLULWĬ��$SULO�����



Dada, very fortunately, is no longer an issue and its funeral, about 
0D\� ������ FDXVHG� QR� ULRWLQJ��7KH� FRUWqJH�� QRW� YHU\� QXPHURXV�� WRRN�
the same road as the followers of cubism and futurism, drowned in 
HɷJ\�LQ�WKH�6HLQH�E\�WKH�VWXGHQWV�RI�WKH�%HDX[ĥ$UWV��$OWKRXJK�'DGD�
had, as they say, its hour of fame, it left few regrets: in the long run its 
omnipotence and its tyranny had made it intolerable. 

Nevertheless I noted at that time not without bitterness that 
several of those who had given to it, of those in general who had given 
the least, were reduced to misery. The others were not long in rallying 
WR�WKH�SRZHUIXO�ZRUGV�RI�)UDQFLV�3LFDELD��LQVSLUHG��DV�ZH�NQRZ��VROHO\�
by his love of life and horror of all corruption. I do not mean to say 
WKDW�3LFDELD�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�RI�UHFRQVWLWXWLQJ�RXU�XQLW\�DURXQG�KLPVHOI��

³,W�LV�KDUG�WR�LPDJLQH
+RZ�VWXSLG�DQG�WUDQTXLO�SHRSOH�DUH�PDGH�E\�VXFFHVV´

DQG�KH�LV�PRUH�LQFOLQHG�WKDQ�DQ\RQH�,�FDQ�WKLQN�RI�WR�GLVSHQVH�ZLWK�
it. But, although there is no question of again substituting a group for 
LQGLYLGXDOV�Ī0��7]DUD�KDV�VXFK�ORYHO\�LGHDV�ī��/RXLV�$UDJRQ��3LHUUH�GH�
0DVVRW��-DFTXHV�5LJDXW��5RJHU�9LWUDF�DQG�P\VHOI�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�UHPDLQ�
insensitive to this marvelous detachment from all things, of which 
3LFDELD�KDV�VHW�XV�DQ�H[DPSOH�DQG�ZKLFK�ZH�DUH�JODG�WR�DWWHVW�KHUH�

For my part, I note that this attitude is not new. If I abstained last 
\HDU�IURP�WDNLQJ�SDUW�LQ�WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�'DGD�DW�WKH�
*DOHULH�0RQWDLJQH��LW�LV�EHFDXVH�DOUHDG\�WKLV�W\SH�RI�DFWLYLW\�KDG�FHDVHG�
WR�DSSHDO�WR�PH��WKDW�,�VDZ�LQ�LW�D�PHDQV�RI�DWWDLQLQJ�P\�WZHQW\ĥVL[WK��P\�
WKLUWLHWK�ELUWKGD\�ZLWKRXW�VWULNLQJ�D�EORZ�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�GHFLGHG�WR�VKXQ�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZHDUV�WKH�PDVN�RI�FRPIRUW��,Q�DQ�DUWLFOH�RI�WKDW�SHULRG��
ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�SXEOLVKHG�DQG�LV�NQRZQ�WR�IHZ�SHUVRQV��,�GHSORUHG�WKH�
stereotyped character our gestures were assuming, and wrote as follows: 
³$IWHU�DOO�WKHUH�LV�PRUH�DW�VWDNH�WKDQ�RXU�FDUHIUHH�H[LVWHQFH�DQG�RXU�JRRG�
humor of the moment. For my part, I never aspire to amuse myself. It 
seems to me that the sanction of a series of utterly futile ‘dada’ acts is 
in danger of gravely compromising an attempt at liberation to which I 
remain strongly attached. Ideas which may be counted among the best, 
DUH�DW�WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKHLU�WRR�KDVW\�YXOJDUL]DWLRQ�´



Even though our epoch has not achieved a high degree of 
FRQFHQWUDWLRQ��VKDOO�ZH�DOZD\V�FRQVHQW�WR�SXUVXH�PHUH�ZKLPV"�³7KH�
VSLULW�´�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�WROG��³LV�QRW�VR�LQGHSHQGHQW�DV�QRW�WR�EH�XSVHW�
E\�WKH�VOLJKWHVW�KXEEXE�WKDW�RFFXUV�DURXQG�LW�´�:KDW�IXWXUH�VKDOO�ZH�
predict for the spirit, if it maintains this hubbub itself?

)DU�EH� LW� IURP�PH��HYHQ�WRGD\�� WR�VHW�P\VHOI�XS�DV�D� MXGJH�� ³7KH�
HVVHQFH�DQG�WKH�IRUPXOD´�ZLOO�SHUKDSV�DOZD\V�HYDGH�PH��EXW��DQG�WKLV�
cannot be repeated too often, it is the search for them that matters 
and nothing else. Hence this great void that we are obliged to create 
within ourselves. Without evincing an extreme taste for the pathetic, 
I am willing to do without almost everything. I do not wish to slip on 
WKH�ÀRRU�RI�VHQWLPHQWDOLW\��7KHUH�LV��VWULFWO\�VSHDNLQJ��QR�VXFK�WKLQJ�
DV� HUURU�� DW� WKH�PRVW� RQH�PLJKW� VSHDN�RI� D� EDG�EHW�� DQG� WKRVH�ZKR�
UHDG�PH�DUH�IUHH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�JDPH�LVQ¶W�ZRUWK�WKH�FDQGOH��)RU�P\�
SDUW��,�VKDOO�WU\��RQFH�DJDLQ��WR�MRLQ�WKH�¿JKW��DV�IDU�IRUZDUG�DV�SRVVLEOH��
DOWKRXJK�,�GR�QRW��OLNH�)UDQFLV�3LFDELD��³2QH�PXVW�EH�D�QRPDG��SDVV�
WKURXJK�LGHDV�DV�RQH�SDVVHV�WKURXJK�FRXQWULHV�DQG�FLWLHV�´�PDNH�D�UXOH�
of hygiene or a duty out of it. Even should all ideas be of a nature to 
disappoint us, I propose none the less to devote my life to them.
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